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The 7th ASEAN VALUERS (AVA) Congress in Brunei Darussalam - 2 to 5 July 2012
 

The 7th Cross-Strait Land Conference (第七屆兩岸四地土地學術研討會) 

General Practice Division
Chairman's Message

Sr Francis Ng  GPD  Council Chairman

At the invitation of President of AVA, HKIS GPD Chairman, Sr 
Francis Ng, and Hon Treasurer, Sr Edward Au, together with 
the Vice President, Sr Simon Kwok, attended the 7th AVA 
Congress in Brunei Darussalam from 2 to 5 July 2012.

AVA was established in 1981 with five founding members: 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, and Thailand.  It 
has since extended its membership to include Brunei (1990), 
Vietnam (1997), and Cambodia (2009).  Two other ASEAN 
countries, namely Laos and Myanmar, are not yet official 

The 7th Cross-Strait Land Conference was held from 5 to 7 
July 2012 in Macao.  HKIS Delegates were GPD Sr Francis 
Ng, Sr Dr Lawrence Poon, Sr Edward Au, Sr Ringo Lam, Sr 
Jason Chan, Sr KM Chau, HKIS President, Sr Serena Lau, and 
Vice President, Sr Simon Kwok.  About 120 participants from 
the Mainland, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Macao attended the 
Conference.

The Cross-Strait Land Conference has been co-organized by 
four related Institutes – HKIS, DSCC of Macau (澳門地圖繪製
暨地籍局), Faculty of Geography of Taiwan Renmin University 
(臺灣政治大學地政學系), and Land Administration Faculty 
of Renmin University of China (中國人民大學土地管理系) 
– since 2000, and is held biennially.  This year, the theme of 
the Conference was “Development and Innovation of Land 

members. They are observers as there is no formal valuation 
profession in either country.  This was the second time for 
Brunei to host the event.  The first time was in 2000.

During the AVA Congress, Sr Edward Au presented a 
report on Hong Kong’s property market.  Ten other country 
representatives also presented their cases.  A detailed report 
was prepared by Sr Edward Au in a separate article.

Use theory and techniques” (土地理論和技術的發展與創新), 
which included the following areas:

n	Land development and renewal
n	Use of databases in land renewal
n	Land development and environmental assessment
n	Land use and urban development
n	Urban land use and system innovation
n	Land tenure system and economic development
n	Land use in cities and villages and economic development

Sr Francis Ng presented a land administration paper and also 
acted as a keynote speaker during the conference, while 
Sr Edward Au, Sr Simon Kwok, and Sr Francis Ng acted as 
panelists in various sessions.
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Around the Division 

1.  New GPD Fee Scale

 WG for the new GPD Fee Scale had considered the Fee 
Scale in relation to the Competition Ordinance.  Enacted 
on 14 June 2012, the legislation will be implemented in 
phases so that the public and stakeholders can familiarise 
themselves with the new legal requirements during the 
transitional period and make the necessary adjustments.  
The Competition Commission (競爭事務委員會) and 
the Competition Tribunal (競爭事務審裁處) will be 
established in the foreseeable future.  The Competition 
Commission will conduct publicity campaigns and public 
education activities, as well as prepare the guidelines.  It 
is expected that the whole preparatory process will take 
at least one year, as the commencement date of the 
Ordinance has yet to be announced.

2.  Construction costs for Land Premium Negotiation 
in the Valuation Liaison Meeting

 Negotiations with the government are in progress.  RLB 
is in the final stage of preparing the pro-forma and 
a sample cost index (including a trend projection for 
six months from the relevant index date) for further 
discussion.  Members will be kept informed of the 
progress in due course.

3. HKIS/RICS(HK) Joint Guidance Notes for 
Commercial Rent Reviews in Hong Kong

 The relevant working group of the HKIS/RICS is still 
working on the draft.  The intention was that the task 
would be completed within four months, although there 
has been considerable delay for various reasons (such 
as complexity of the exercise and the time needed).  
After deliberation, the work will be expanded to include 

The 7th Cross-Strait Land Conference opening ceremony

clarification on the procedures, further steps to be 
included in the President’s acknowledgement letter to the 
applicant(s) and prepare a complete list of documents, 
etc.  Members will be kept informed of the progress in 
due course.

4. Vetting Panel for Real Estate and Business Valuers 
for Public Disclosure Purposes

 The vetting panel will meet every six months.  The dates 
are tentatively as follows: 9 January 2013 (Tuesday) and 
9 July 2013 (Tuesday).  Exact dates for each meeting 
will be confirmed in December 2012 and June 2013 
respectively.  Applications submitted on or before the 
end of November 2012 will be vetted in January 2013.  
If the applications are submitted on or before the end 
of May 2013, decision made will be released by the 
end of July 2013.  Besides, an annual return on the 
employment status of members on the List should be 
made known to the vetting panel.  Relevant members 
will need to fulfill the necessary requirements (including 
employment by a firm providing valuation services) 
before they can be included in the List. They will be 
required to submit the such information to the HKIS.  
The annual return will be handled by the Administration 
Office.  The submission should be made at the end 
of November each year and announcements/updates 
to the List will be made by the end of January.  New 
applications and/or applications for reinstatement to 
the List can be made to the vetting panel.  Updates to 
the List will be announced by the end of January and 
July each year.  Further announcements will be made in 
the Surveyors Times in due course.  The Administration 
Office will also send the list to the regulators, including 
SFC and HKEx, when appropriate.  
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17th ASEAN VALUERS (AVA) Congress in Brunei 
Darussalam - 2 July to 5 July 2012 
Reported By Edward Au,  GPD Council Member/GPD Hon Treasurer, Member of Editorial Board

HKIS in ASEAN Valuers Association Congress

The HKIS was invited by the President of ASEAN Valuers 
Association (AVA) to join the 17th AVA Congress held 
in Brunei Darussalam from 2 July to 5 July 2012.  Sr 
Francis Ng (GPD Chairman), Sr Simon Kwok (HKIS Vice 
Chairman), and Sr Edward Au (GPD Hon Treasurer) 
represented the HKIS.  On the invitation of the President 
of the AVA, Mr Don Omar, Sr Edward Au represented 
the HKIS in presenting the Hong Kong Report to the 
Congress.

THE ASEAN Valuers Association Congress

T h e  A V A  w a s 
established in 1981 with 
five founding members: 
Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Philippines, Singapore, 
and Thailand and other 
count r i e s  –  B rune i , 
Vietnam, and Cambodia 

and two more ASEAN countries, Laos and Myanmar – as 
unofficial members.

The Objectives of the AVA are to promote closer relations, 
cooperation, and mutual understanding amongst valuers 
in the ASEAN countries; to provide the organizational 
framework for regional cooperation in the study of 
and research in the harmonization of relevant fields of 
valuation among the ASEAN countries, as required by 
the social and economic development of the region; to 
provide a framework in which valuation organizations, 
teaching institutions, research centers, and similar bodies 
in the ASEAN countries can coordinate their activities 
and conduct collaboration projects; to promote research 
and studies in the various fields of valuation among the 
ASEAN countries; to promote, exchange, and disseminate 
information on the land and land tax laws, valuation 
systems, and the valuation development of the ASEAN 
countries; and to cooperate with international, regional, 
national, and other organizations in the fulfillment of the 
afore-mentioned objectives.

This year, the ‘Congress’ theme was “Together for 
Better Future Development,” which concentrated 
on valuation, land administrative system, and land 
development in Southeast Asia.  This was of relevance to 
the HKIS, which intends to expand its horizons to attain a 

greater international status and reputation, which is why 
the Congress provided a good opportunity for the HKIS to 
establish a greater presence in SE Asia.

The AVA was established under ASEAN, which consists of 
eight country members and two observer countries, while 
Hong Kong is not a member.  This time, the HKIS had the 
honour of being invited by its President to join the AVA’s 
17th Congress in Brunei Darussalam and present the 
country report to AVA members.  Members may note that 
the Objectives of the AVA are to primarily:

1.  Promote c loser re lat ions and greater mutual 
understanding amongst valuers in the ASEAN countries;

2. provide the organizational framework for regional 
cooperation in the study of and research in the 
harmonization of the relevant fields of valuation 
amongst the ASEAN countries, as required by the social 
and economic development of the region. Providing a 
framework in which valuation organisations, teaching 
institutions, research centres, and similar bodies in the 
ASEAN countries can coordinate their activities and 
conduct collaboration projects;

3. promote research and studies in the various fields of 
valuation among the ASEAN countries;

4. promote, exchange, and disseminate information on 
the land and land tax laws, valuation systems, and the 
valuation development of the ASEAN countries;

5. publish journals, newsletters, or bulletins to further 
the afore-mentioned objectives;

6. organize conferences, meetings, symposia, or seminars 
to further the afore-mentioned objectives; and

7. cooperate with international, regional, national, 
and other organizations in the fulfillment of the 
aforementioned objectives.

HKIS Delegates at the AVA (from 
the left): Sr Francis Ng, Simon 
Kwok, and Edward Au inside the 
Congress Hall
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HKIS Delegates, Sr Francis Ng and Sr 
Edward Au, at the opening ceremony

THE 17th AVA CONGRESS

About 100 ASEAN delegates attended the congress.  This 
included: AVA council members from each ASEAN country, 
practicing valuers, academics, investors, developers, 
estate agents, financiers, and policy formulators for and 
regulators of real estate.  There were representatives 
of valuation professional bodies from Australia, China, 
Dubai, and Hong Kong.  This congress offered great 
opportunities for local participants to network amongst 
ASEAN and observer countries delegates who practiced in 
real estate professions such as investment, development, 
finance, policy formulation and regulation.

The Land Department, Ministry of Development of Brunei 
Darussalam, hosted the 17th AVA Congress from 3 to 4 July 
on the 4th floor, Songket Ballroom, The International Hotel, 
Gadong.  The event started with the AVA Council Meeting 
on 2 July 2012, followed by a two-day congress from 
Tuesday, 3 July, to Wednesday, 4 July.  The Guest of Honour 
was Mr Yang Berhormat Pehin Orang Kaya Indera Pahlawan 
Dato Seri Setia Awang Haji Suyoi bin Haji Osman, Minister 
of the Ministry of Development of Brunei Darussalam.

HKIS Delegates in the 17th ASEAN Values Association Congress, Group 
Photo after opening ceremony

Opening Speech by the AVA 
President, Mr Mohd Don Omar of 

Brunei. the Host Country

About 30 presenters from the ASEAN and observer 
countries presented their papers, which were based 
on their practical knowledge, academic research, and 
experiences in formulating and regulating the valuation 
profession.  Sr Edward Au of the HKIS reported on Hong 
Kong’s current landed property situation.

The two-day congress divided into seven sessions.  The 
topics of the sessions covered: countries’ reports followed 
by sessions on the new accounting standard, IFRS, and its 
implications on valuations, with particular regard for the 
Biological Assets and Fair Value Measurement; Strata Titles 
and Business Valuation.  The congress topics also covered 
a detailed discussion of:

•	 Intangibles	and	plant	and	machinery;	 Innovation	 in	
Valuation Approaches and Methodologies

•	 The	Effect	of	green	technology;	Valuation	Standards	
– looking into IVSC, as well as the various National 
Standards and the proposed ASEAN Valuation 
Standards and a research presentation project under 
the AVA Research Grant

Opening address by the Guest of 
Honour, Mr Yang Berhormat Pehin 
Orang Kaya Indera Pahlawan Dato 
Seri Setia Awang Haji Suyoi bin Haji 
Osman, Minister of the Ministry of 
Development of Brunei Darussalam

Further Development of HKIS in AVA

This was the first time that the HKIS joined the AVA 
Congress, and it was a fruitful experience, as the HKIS 
boosted its reputation among its ASEAN peers.  With this 
Congress as a starting point, I anticipate that the HKIS 
will continue to expand internationally.  I foresee that 
the HKIS’s status will continue to grow and gain further 
recognition from other countries.

HKIS Sr Edward Au personated the Hong Kong 
property report in the Congress

Presentation of Attendance 
certificate to the HKIS Delegates 

Photo with AVA Secretary General   


