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Building Material – Bamboo
Sr Lorraine Chan

For building surveyors, when bamboo comes to mind, so 
do BEAM standards.  Bamboo is a readily renewed form of 
building material, but how readily are we talking about?

The CPD seminar on Building Material – Bamboo was held 
successfully on 16 December 2013.  The BSD was delighted 
that Mr Tony Chow, Marketing Consultant of Bamboo 
International, one of Hong Kong’s very few bamboo material 
suppliers, came to enlighten us on the science behind this 
gem.

Bamboo can be considered a type of grass that grows at a 
rate ranging from 10cm to 30cm per day.  The root of the 
plant is also unique in that the sprouts are connected in the 
form of networks.  This is known as a rhizome system.  With 
around 1,200 special, one may wish to know that “moso 
bamboo” is, by far, the most suitable breed of bamboo for 
construction purposes.

We learned during the presentation that forward-thinking 
consumers who opt for bamboo as an alternative to timber 
flooring have a choice between natural bamboo (small 
expansion rate) and woven bamboo (higher compressive 
strength), which also gives different patterns.

Despite the high regenerative capacity of this grass, we all 
remain reasonably skeptical about the use of bamboo in 
construction.  However, one should know that it is already 
employed as basketball court flooring and outdoor raised 
floor decks in Hong Kong.

While we let time do the trick of proving bamboo’s durability, 
it is doubtless that its inherit carbon footprint is lower than 
the alternatives, especially given Hong Kong’s proximity to 
its major bamboo source in China.  Passionate about the 
prospects of this material, Tony admitted that more scientific 
research is needed to help bamboo take a leap forward as a 
construction material and help us do Mother Earth justice.  


