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Smart City
As reported by the LSD Smart City group 
Chairman, Sr Paul Tsui, the group will work on 
the scope of smart data, as prepared by land 
surveyors, in a smart city.  For the time being, 
I want to share my view of the context in which 
smart data work.

A reporter, Jimmy Chow of the South China 
Morning Post, published an article, “Building 
a smart city: how Hong Kong can improve 
its spatial data infrastructure,” in the paper’s 
weekend Property column and website on 
17 March.  For this article, I chip in the idea 
of spatial data infrastructure and call for a 
government policy that would dictate the 
use of existing data in various government 
departments.

To prepare the smart land boundary data, it 
must first come from a smart land data set.  
Hong Kong does not have a smart land data set.  
If the Hong Kong Government wants to strive for 
a smart city, its very first task is to make its land 
data, including land boundary data, smart.

For land data to be smart, one could press a few 
buttons to see the land rights of any property.  
Such information is stored in a computer 
database of land rights, which has been well-
adapted for most developed countries.  This 
database was called a “land information 
system” during the 1980s, a “geographic 
information system” during the 1990s, a “spatial 
data infrastructure” during the 2000s, and now 
simply “smart data” for a smart city.  Given that 
other developed societies have already done 
it, if Hong Kong wants to join them, it needs 
to convert the image data kept in the Land 
Registry into textual and graphic databases that 
are ready for GIS applications.  In short, Hong 
Kong has to digitise its existing land rights-
related data.

Boundary
To proceed with the lot  boundaries’  re-
establishment of site area computation, the 
Land Boundary Committee will continue to 
communicate with the Land Survey Authority on 
the current practice of voluntary submissions.  
Although a major purpose of the Land Survey 
Ordinance is for the Land Survey Authority to 
oversee Hong Kong’s land boundary records, 
it is well-understood that the Land Survey 
Authority has no duty to check and verify the 
private sector’s survey results.

There is a time frame, namely 60 days, for the 
Building Authority to vet a submitted general 
building plan.  Meanwhile, the land survey plan 
attached to the general building plan would be 
accepted for processing, so authorised land 
surveyors (ALSs) are worried that subsequent 
checks by the District Survey Office would come 
too late for any practical amendment.

A recent court case on a site’s area computation 
for urban redevelopment might have revealed 
the difficulties.  An ALS re-established a site 
boundary and indicated that a portion of a 

The same must be done for the land boundary 
data.  Hong Kong’s land boundary system is 
still attached to the primitive deeds registration 
principle.  A smart city should at least have a 
layer of land boundary data that has the function 
and status of prima-facie evidence.  That is 
the gap.  But first, the land survey law must be 
amended.  Also, for Hong Kong’s land boundary 
record to achieve the initial legal boundary 
status, it needs to adopt the survey results 
of individual land parcels, if not the district-
wide systematic survey results, with a legal 
sanctioning of lot boundaries.  That would be a 
land surveyor’s most important contribution to 
the concept of a smart city.
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Membership
The following announcement was delivered 
via an HKIS e-mail broadcast in late April.  
This column serves as a reminder of it to our 
probationary members.  If you have not received 
this news by e-mail, please amend your e-mail 
communications record with the HKIS.

scavenging lane was still included in a private 
lot.  That was a bonus for the computation of 
the site area and resulting gross floor area.  
The ALS checked the available channels of 
registered and survey information and could 
only conclude that the portion of the scavenging 
lane was still registered as a private lot.  The 
architect adopted this professional result and 
applied for a bigger site area.  The Buildings 
Department later rejected the inclusion of a lane 
as a letter of undertaking of the surrender of the 
scavenging lane by the previous land owner 
was kept by the Building Authority.

Should an ALS duly apply a reasonable duty of 
care, one can still be liable for any mistake in a 
survey plan, as stipulated in Section 28(4) of the 
Land Survey Ordinance.  Due to the crudeness 

announcement

LSD APC Part I Written Assessment
 Date: 17 June 2017 (Saturday)
 Time: 10:00 am to 12:00 noon
 Venue: Hong Kong Management Association

Room 201, 2/F, First Commercial Building, 33-35 Leighton Road, Causeway Bay

Only probationers who have been approved to enter the LSD APC scheme are eligible to apply 
for this Part I Written Assessment.

The completed form (APC-3/LS), together with the application fee (i.e., a cheque of HK$550 payable to “SURVEYORS 
SERVICES, LTD”), must be returned to the HKIS no later than 5:30 pm on 19 May 2017 (Friday).  Late 
submissions will not be accepted and incomplete applications will not be entertained.

The syllabus and application form (APC-3/LS) for the LSD APC Part I Written Assessment can be downloaded from 
the HKIS website (HKIS main page ð Professional Development ð APC ð LSD at:
http://www.hkis.org.hk/en/professional_apc.php?division=LSD&x=7&y=11)
 
After having submitted the duly completed application form, applicants should receive a written notification from the 
HKIS Secretariat by 5 June 2017.  After that date, applicants who have not received the notification should approach 
the HKIS Secretariat as soon as possible.

Note: Typhoon & Rainstorm Arrangement
The Written Assessment will be postponed if Typhoon Signal Number 8 or above or a black rainstorm warning is in effect at 8:00 am on the day of the 
Assessment.  A notice of postponement will be issued later.

of Hong Kong’s land registration system, that 
private lot on the scavenging lane still appears 
in the Land Register.  Would the ALS be 
penalised under S 28(4)?  That is focus of this 
litigation.
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