Building Surveying Division
Sr Kenny Tse BSD Council Chairman

Kung Hey Fat Choy! On behalf of the BSD,
| wish you and your family a healthy and
prosperous Year of the Dog!

Pre-acquisition Survey
for Second-Hand
Domestic Premises

Building safety and unauthorised building works
(UBWSs) have again become a hot topic recently
and raised public concern. With the aim of
promoting building safety and a reduction
of UBWs, the BSD has suggested that the
Government implement a pre-acquisition survey
of second-hand domestic premises. The BSD’s
proposal generally covers the following:

1. Buyers of second-hand domestic premises
should appoint authorised persons/
registered professional building surveyors to
survey these properties before completing
their purchases.

The scope of a pre-acquisition survey
includes an assessment of overall safety,
UBW identification, and noting any
unauthorised change of use.

The report will be a standardised format that
shall be submitted within seven days after
the date of inspection.

The Government may consider relaxing
the loan-to-value ratio, so as to encourage
prospective buyers to conduct pre-
acquisition surveys.
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The BSD considers the above proposal an
effective tool for promoting building safety and
discouraging the incentive to build UBWs. This
scheme should also be welcomed by bank and
mortgage firms, as it should lower risks in loan
approvals. The said proposal, in the form of a
letter signed by the HKIS President, was issued
to the Financial Secretary on 6 February. The
BSD will closely follow the development of this
proposal with the Government.
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Building Surveying
Scholarship for Secondary
School Students cum
Eddie Lee Memorial
Education Foundation
APC Scholarships 2017

On 6 February, the award ceremony for the
Building Surveying Scholarship for Secondary
School Students cum Eddie Lee Memorial
Education Foundation APC Scholarships 2017
was held. During the event, seven awardees
of the building surveying scholarship and eight
awardees and their counsellors of the APC
scholarships were presented with diplomas
and scholarships. We were happy to see
the awardees’ parents, teachers, friends and
counsellors join this ceremony to share in the
joy. Special thanks go to Sr Prof Barnabas
Chung and Sr Dr Daniel Ho, who delivered
speeches during the ceremony to promote the
surveying profession. Congratulations again to
all awardees!

Alternate BS APC
Practical Task

As | mentioned in my last Chairman’s message,
the number of candidates for the practical task
will hit a record high in 2018. In order to relieve
the administrative pressure on the recruitment of
sufficient assessors and the physical constraints
on the assessment classrooms, the BSD resolved
that an additional practical task will be held from
23-26 May 2018. Applications should be made
on Form APC4A/BS and must reach the HKIS
Office between and including 3-14 April 2018.
For more details, please consult the “Notice to
Probationers Pursuing the BS APC Alternate
Practical Task 2018” on the HKIS website. Last,
| want to again invite members with no fewer
than five years of post-qualification experience
to serve as APC assessors. Qualified members
should e-mail bsd.chairman@gmail.com for the
BSD’s follow-up.
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