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Building Surveying Division
Sr Kenny Tse  BSD Council Chairman

DIVISIONAL NEWS & ACTIVITIES
組別簡訊

Mock Assessment 
for Practical Task
 
On 8 September, the BSD and YSG jointly 
organised a Mock Assessment for Practical 
Task.  This is a trial practical task, but with all 
essential elements for candidates to attempt.  
They have to conduct site visits and inspections, 
evaluate building conditions, and diagnose 
building defects.  They also need to prepare 
viable schemes for meeting project briefs and 
users’ requirements.

Altogether, 28 candidates were grouped 
into eight different teams and had to present 
their ideas and proposals to an assessment 
panel comprised of two assessors.  After the 
presentations, the assessors offered valuable 
comments to the candidates to let them learn 
and better understand their strengths and 
limitations in preparing for the Practical Task 
and presentation.

After this Mock Assessment, I sincerely hope 
that candidates have found better ways to 
prepare for the coming Practical Task in 
November.  I must sincerely thank those helpers 
and assessors who sacrificed their Saturday 
evening supporting this event.

Views of the 2018 
Policy Address
 
The 2018 Policy Address will be delivered on 
10 October.  The HKIS submitted its views in 
respect of housing, building, and land supply 
to the Policy Innovation and Co-ordination 
Off ice on 20 September.  For members’ 
information, I want to highlight the key points of 
the BSD’s views on the building aspects below:

● Building Safety

 The BSD wants the Government to establish 
a Building Repair and Maintenance Authority 
(BRMA) to regulate the market and building 
repair and maintenance works practitioners 
for private buildings that have been multi-
owned since 2014.  Although the Urban 
Renewal Authority (URA) is setting up a 
Building Rehabilitation Platform (BRP) to help 
building owners carry out repairs, the BSD still 
opines that passing a BRMA law is the only 
long-term solution for regulating the market.

● Sub-Divided Flat Units (SDUs)

 Noting that it is difficult for SDUs to meet 
the Bu i ld ing Regula t ions ’  preva i l ing 
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requirements, the BSD strongly suggests 
that the Government formulate a separate 
set of interim design and construction 
requirements as the standards of such 
improvement works.  A pragmatic approach 
should be adopted to allow more SDUs 
to be preserved after necessary interim 
improvements are made.  The BSD strongly 
advises the Government to adopt a validation 
scheme to encourage the upgrading of 
substandard SDUs along with enforcement 
to phase them out in the long run.

● Building Revitalisation

 In addition to the Operation Building Bright 2.0 
scheme, which aims to bolster the physical 
conditions of older buildings, the BSD also 
suggests a subsidy scheme to revitalise those 
buildings that are 30-50 years old to improve 
their residents’ livelihoods and environmental 
standards.  The scope of the building 
revitalisation works includes alteration, 
addition, renovation, and upgrading works to 
provide modern, yet essential, facilities and 
amenities.  Apart from redeveloping older 
buildings, such a scheme can help preserve 
and bring new life to existing districts and 
better utilise existing land resources.

● Pre-acquisition Survey for Second-
Hand Domestic Premises

 Unauthorised building works (UBWs) are 
a building safety concern and have long 
been a problem in Hong Kong.  Aiming to 
promote building safety and the elimination 
of UBWs in the long run, the BSD proposes 
that qualified professionals such as building 
surveyors conduct pre-acquisition, pre-
t ransact ion surveys o f  second-hand 
domestic premises first.  The scope of a 
pre-acquisition survey includes assessing 
a UBW’s overall safety and identifying any 
unauthorised change of use to it.  The BSD 
considers the above proposal an effective 
measure for promoting building safety and 
discouraging UBW construction.

● Water Seepage Problems in Multi-
Owned Private Buildings

 The strata-t i t le ownership and dense 
habitation characteristics are essentially 
perceived as the root causes of most water 
seepage disputes in private buildings.  
Unresolved disputes not only result in the 
damaging of community ties, but may also 
generate building maintenance problems.  
As a consequence, this will give rise to 
health and safety concerns for everyone.  
The prevailing tort claims and judiciary 
procedures are often considered time-
consuming and costly, as well as ineffective.  
Meanwhile, the existing joint office for water 
seepage investigation bears big burdens 
in handling numerous complaint cases 
and struggles to resolve the disputes, as 
expected by the public.  In this connection, 
a more efficient and effective mechanism to 
deal with water seepage disputes is needed.  
The new mechanism should be easily 
accessible by and affordable for those in 
need of it.

 The BSD proposes an expert determination 
scheme fo r  tack l ing  wate r  seepage 
problems in private buildings.  The proposed 
scheme will avoid the courts and not overlap 
with the functions of the Small Claims or 
Lands Tribunals.  Instead, a dispute would 
be referred to an expert in water seepage 
investigation such as a building surveyor 
or other qualified building professional.  
The parties who opt for this Scheme would 
have to sign an ad hoc agreement akin to 
an arbitration agreement, such that each 
party would be bound by the decision of an 
expert.  The BSD proposes that an ordinance 
for this scheme, similar to Arbitrat ion 
Ordinance Cap.34, be drawn up to empower 
the experts to provide sound judgments and 
orders to parties.  Such a scheme can further 
extend to other building-related disputes 
such as quality of decorations, fittings, 
repairs, and maintenance works for existing 
buildings.
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● Optimising the Use of Industrial 
Buildings

 The BSD wants the Government to revisit 
the industrial building revitalisation scheme, 
which helps to resolve the mixed use 
problem in existing industrial buildings and 
effectively utilises land resources.  In order to 
attract the greater participation of buildings 
with strata titles, which are the most in need 
of improvement, the BSD proposes that the 
Government adopt a flexible approach in the 
application criteria to facilitate even a partial 
conversion of existing industrial buildings.  
Meanwhile, a holistic review of the car park 
provision standards should be conducted to 
ensure the success of the new scheme.

Building Safety Pioneer 
Programme 2018-2019
A Building Safety Pioneer Programme 2018 was 
launched in July by the Buildings Department 
(BD) and co-organised by other institutes and 
stakeholders in the building industry to promote 
building safety through public education that 
targets secondary students in Hong Kong.  On 
27 September, the BD invited me to arrange a 
guided office visit to my firm by students from 
two secondary schools and BD representatives.  
During the visit, I briefed the students on the 
professional services rendered by building 
surveyors, the ways to become one, and how 
they serve society by promoting building safety.  
In order to ensure a safe and quality built 
environment in Hong Kong, I believe a greater 
knowledge of building safety should be imparted 
in secondary and even primary schools.  I 
hope students will gain more insights into the 
importance of building safety and the professional 
work of building surveyors after this visit.

Research on the Different 
Forms of Legislation Related 
to Building Maintenance 
in the Greater Bay Area
The BSD was invited by the Guangdong 
Province Association of Engineering Consultants 
(GPAEC,	廣東省建設監理協會) to participate in a 
study of the different forms of legislation that 
relate to building maintenance in the Greater 
Bay Area.  Unl ike Hong Kong, most old 
buildings in China lack a concept of planned 
maintenance and systematic approach to 
maintain the physical condition of buildings.  
To tackle such potential risks to the public, 
the said study has gained the full support of 
the Guangdong Provincial Government for 
the sake of building safety in the Greater Bay 
Area’s older districts.  In view of the well-
developed legislation and system of building 
safety and maintenance in Hong Kong, GPEAC 
has worked jointly with the BSD to learn how to 
make use of its experience and professional 
knowledge of building repair and maintenance 
in Hong Kong.  On 30 September, Sr Vincent 
Ho, JP; Sr Peter Dy; and I attended a research 
task force meeting in Guangzhou with GPAEC 
representatives and Guangzhou Government 
officers whose work was related to this topic.  
Throughout the meet ing, we shared the 
MBIS and MWIS schemes and our system of 
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building maintenance with the attendees.  The 
discussions were fruitful and helpful to the 
research.  The most important thing was that 
we, as building surveyors, will have vast job 
opportunities in China’s building maintenance 
market in the future.  The study will be published 
soon and I shall inform members once it is 
available.  Please stay tuned.

Building Surveyors Award 2019
I want to announce that the entries for the HKIS’s 
Building Surveyors Awards 2019 will open on 20 
October.  This is the BSD’s greatest opportunity 
to publicly recognise the role building surveyors 
play in shaping the built environment through 
high-profile building projects that are otherwise 
celebrated in terms of design, innovation, 
management, and sustainability.  The theme 
for BSA 2019 is “Go Beyond with Care” and a 
new “Caring Practice Award” category will be 
introduced.  Early bird nominations should be 
submitted before 21 December 2018, while 
the absolute final deadline for all entries is the 
end of February 2019.  Please encourage and 
remind your colleagues or friends to submit their 
nominations.

建築測量組聯同青年組於 9 月 8 日舉辦了首個 Practical	

Task 模擬試，吸引一共 28 名考生出席參與。8 個由 2

名考官組成的評審隊伍於考生呈上及演繹過個別的提案

後，即場為他們提供參考建議。過程雖然相對正式考試

簡短，但我衷心希望考生能汲取寶貴經驗，於 11 月發

揮水準。在此一再感謝各位考官撥冗支持！

2018 年施政報告將於 10 月 10 日出爐。以下簡單複述

建築測量組於諮詢期間提出過的幾點：

		1.		 繼續敦促政府成立《樓宇維修工程監管局》

		2.		 針對劏房制訂一套過渡性建築規例以紓緩現今住屋

問題

		3.		 資助樓齡介乎 30 至 50 年的樓宇進行維修

		4.		 將二手住宅物業成交前的勘察規範化

		5.		 加入第三方專家證人的法律基礎以協助受滲水影響

的小業主

		6.		 放寬對工廈使用的限制

屋宇署主辦的「樓宇安全學生大使計劃」於 7 月正式展

開 2018 年度的活動。為持續鼓勵中學生認識樓宇安全

及增加他們對建築測量師的認識，我於 9 月 27 日獲邀

舉行了一場辦公室探訪，希望透過親身體驗，吸引同學

們將來投身我們的行業。

獲廣東省建設監理協會邀請，建築測量組正參與一項大

灣區的現成樓宇政策研究，向各界展示香港相對發展成

熟的樓宇維修政策及規劃。於 9 月 30 日的交流上簡述

了強制驗樓驗窗計劃的內容，從中我們體驗到本港測量

師在這個範疇定必能於內地市場大展拳腳。請密切留意

研究結果的發佈。

2019 年度建築測量師大獎將於 10 月 20 日接受提名。

本屆更新增設「最關懷愛護大獎」，以表揚為樓宇用心

多走一步的專業建築測量師！提名將於 2 月底截止，立

即行動吧！

Meeting with GPAEC and Guangzhou Government Officers



Grade of membership:

HKIS Membership No:  _____________________________

Surname:  __________________________________________                     Other name(s)  ______________________________________

Contact No:  _______________________________________

Fee: HK$300 per person x ________________ (no. of seats to be reserved) = HK$ ____________________________________________

Payment method - Building Surveying Division - Annual Dinner 2018 (BS/S/201819)

¨ I enclose a cheque payable to “Surveyors Services Limited”.  Cheque no. _____________  Amount HK$______________

¨ Please charge my HKIS & Shanghai Commercial Bank Limited Co-brand Credit Card (MasterCard/ Visa Card)

¨ Please charge my HKIS American Express Card

Ref.: [_____________]

To: Credit Card Service Department

I would like to pay the reservation fee of HK$_________________ to Surveyors Services Limited by charging my Credit Card
account as follows:  

Cardholder's Name: __________________________________________________          HKIS Membership No.: _____________________

Card Number:                                                                                                   Expiry Date: ________________ / ______________

Cardholder’s Signature: ______________________________________________                     Date: __________________________________ 
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RESERVATION FORM - BSD Annual Dinner 2018
(Deadline for reservation is 31 October 2018)

BUILDING SURVEYING DIVISION

President’s Room, World Trade Centre Club Hong Kong
38/F World Trade Centre, 280 Gloucester Road

Causeway Bay, Hong Kong

Thursday, 15 November 2018
from 7:15pm

HK$300 per person


