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President Sr Edwin TANG gives opening remarks.

Sr Dr Conrad TANG introduces the PASS Project.

HKIS Conference: Evolving 
Professional Surveying 
Services in a Smart City
(27 March 2021)

This Conference was part of a project funded 
by the Professional Services Advancement 
Support Scheme (PASS) and aimed to share 
those professional services, practices, and 
exper iences f rom Bel t  and Road ci t ies/
countries on smart city development.  I t 
included four sessions and discussions on 
topics including Smart City and Common 
Spatial Data Infrastructure, Smart Planning 
and Development, Smart Geo-information 
Systems, and Smart City Talent.

I  am indebted to  Sr  Edmond YEW,  the 
Immediate Past PDD Chairman, for hosting 
Session 2 of the Conference.  I also thank HKIS 
President Sr Edwin TANG for giving the opening 
speech and Sr Dr Conrad TANG, the Project 
Coordinator of the HKIS PASS Programme, for 
introducing the PASS Project to the audience.
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During Session 1, Mr Kingsley WONG, Assistant 
Government Chief Information Officer (Industry 
Development), Office of the Government Chief 
Information Officer and Guest of Honour, 
presented “Smart City Blueprint for Hong Kong 
2.0”.  Another Guest of Honour at this session 
was Sr Ben CHAN, Deputy Director (Survey and 
Mapping), Lands Department.  He presented 
“The International Trend of National Mapping 
and Cadastral Agencies (NMCA): the Survey 
and Mapping Office’s Role in Building the Smart 
City of Hong Kong”.

The HKIS also invited Mr Victor KHOO, Director 
(Survey & Geomatics Division), Singapore Land 
Authority, as a third Guest of Honour and his 
topic was “Towards a Reliable Underground 
Utility Map for Singapore”.

Session 1 Speakers and Their Topics

Q&A during Session 1

Session 1 Speakers and Moderator
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Session 2 Speakers and Their Topics

Q&A during Session 2	

Session 2 Speakers and Moderator	
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Sessions 3 and 4 Speakers and Their Topics

Q&A during Session 4

Session 4 Speakers and Moderator

Organising Committee and Helpers

Q&A during Session 3

Session 3 Speakers and Moderator
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Open Data Available on HKMS 2.0

Appreciation Certificate Presentation to Sr Mo Ki-long 
(2nd from right)

To prepare for the Smart City Blueprint 2.0, Hong 
Kong has to modernise its national mapping 
and cadastral agencies (NMCA) to provide a 
framework for a smart-city.  It has to groom its 
young talents for spatial data infrastructure (SDI), 
smart planning, and development with a smart 
geo-information system (GIS).  Thus, the HKIS 
must continue to push for unity, innovation, and 
ever-improving professional standards in the 
professional surveying industry by exchanging 
ideas and shar ing exper iences wi th  i ts 
counterparts in other countries.

I thank all speakers for their time, insights, 
and support.  I also thank all supporting 
organisations, the Lands Department, and 
the SmartCity Consortium for endorsing the 
Conference.  I believe it is crucial for everyone 
to continue collaborating to build a better Hong 
Kong for all.

New Open Data Available 
Soon

Experience-Sharing on 
Hand Shield Tunneling 
Surveying (18 March 2021)
Hand shield tunneling is a trenchless method for 
sewer, water, gas, oil, and telecommunication 
pipeline installations underneath rivers, roads, 
railroads, buildings, and other obstacles.  It 
overcomes the traditional limits of open trench 
excavation and minimises inconveniences to 
the public.

During the seminar on this topic, Sr Mo Ki-
long shared his exper iences wi th hand 
shield tunneling surveying by introducing the 
construction procedures, sequence of the 
tunneling surveying methods, feasibility studies 
of proposed designs, and independent quality 
assurance checks of the surveying results.

Las t ,  S r  Mo  h igh l igh ted  the  essen t i a l 
competencies for a land surveyor to master 
when managing certain surveying issues during 
the construction process.

The Lands Department announced on its Hong 
Kong Map Service 2.0 Portal that most of its 
digital map products will be available as open 
data from April 2021.  Open digital map data 
sets should facilitate Hong Kong’s quest to be a 
better and smarter city.


