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Small Flat Adjustments in 
RLB Building Cost Data
GPD Counci l  members have noted from 
the December 2021 edition of Rider Levett 
Bucknall’s (RLB) quarterly publication, Building 
Cost Data for Private Sector Developments 
In Hong Kong (hereafter Building Cost Data), 
that an additional cost item was introduced in 
Section 1.2.  This item applies to residential 
buildings with extensive numbers of studio/one-
bedroom units.

Council members expressed concerns over 
the application of the additional cost item and 
sought clarification on the following issues, 
among others:

   • Definition of an “extensive number” of small 
units

   • Justification for the additional cost item
   • Guiding principle behind choosing a 

percentage between 20 and 40 percent

Over the past year, GPD delegates have met 
with and written to Mr Yu Hon Kong, Director of 
RLB Limited’s North Asia Region, to convey the 
industry’s concerns over Building Cost Data.  
They received written responses from RLB on 
22 August 2022 and 17 May 2023.

The GPD’s written correspondence can be 
downloaded at the link below:

https://tinyurl.com/2ogoxczk 

List of General Practice 
Surveying Firms Providing 
Litigation Support Services
The GPD has created a new list of surveying 
firms that offer litigation support services to 
meet the growing need for expert witnesses.  
The list includes company names and those of 
surveyors who have served as expert witnesses 
in Hong Kong’s courts or the Lands Tribunal 
within the last ten years.

A working group under Sr Eric Tsang was 
established to manage the list.  Of the 42 
applications that the HKIS received over the 
past year, 35 met the eligibility criteria and were 
added to the list.  The list is now available on the 
HKIS website and will be reviewed annually.
Click below to view the list:
 
https://www.hkis.org.hk/en/division_
gpd.html?id=198

The working group works tirelessly to review 
each application to ensure that the public 
receives the finest service this profession has to 
offer.  Hence, I express my appreciation to the 
working group, namely Sr Eric Tsang, Sr Crystal 
Chau, Sr Andrew Chan, Sr Michael Hung, Sr 
Rosa Tchao, and Sr Joel Teh, for its hard work.

Good professional governance is a must, not an 
option.  As long as the HKIS keeps its affairs in 
order, it will be acknowledged as a trusted and 
reputable professional organisation.

GPD Annual Conference 2023
The GPD Annua l  Confe rence th is  year 
promises to be intriguing and very 
enlightening, as we learn about the 
aspirations and vision of our new 
generation of industry leaders. The 
tickets can now be purchased from 
the link below:

https://www.popticket.hk/event/hkis-gpd-2023
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