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THE HoNG KONG INSTITUTE OF SURVEYORS

The Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors (HKIS) was formally established in
April, 1984. HKIS has been incorporated by the Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors
Ordinance (Cap. 1148) which was passed in 1990 and is the only professional
organization representing the surveying profession in Hong Kong. As of 28 August
2012, the number of members reached 8931, of which 6354 were corporate
members, 50 were associates members and 2527 were probationers and students.

The work of HKIS includes setting standards for professional services and
performance, establishing codes of ethics, determining requirements for admission
as professional surveyors, and encouraging members to upgrade skills through
continuing professional development.

HKIS has an important consultative role in government policy making and on
issues affecting the profession. HKIS has advised the Government on issues such
as unauthorized building works, building safety campaign, problems of property
management, town planning and development strategies, construction quality and
housing problems. HKIS is working on amendments to standard forms of building
contract and have issued guidance notes on floor area measurement methods.

HKIS has an established presence in the international arenas, has overseas
connections, and has entered into reciprocal agreements with professional surveying
and valuation institutes in the United Kingdom, Australia and Singapore recognizing
the counterpart’'s member’s qualifications. In addition, HKIS is a member of various
leading international surveying organizations.

The Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors has six Divisions by reference to respective
professional practice. They are the Building Surveying Division, General Practice
Division, Land Surveying Division, Quantity Surveying Division, Planning and
Development Division and Property and Facility Management Division.

The General Council of HKIS governs the Institute and oversees the functions
and activities of the Divisions, Young Surveyors Group, Board of Membership, Board
of Education, Board of Professional Development, Surveyors Times Editorial Board,
Surveying and Built Environment Editorial Board, and the appointed Committees
including the Executive Committee and Standing Committees.

The General Council and all boards and divisions are operated by volunteers from
the profession and are supported by an Administration Office with full time staff.

Administration Office

General
Council |
NN
| l | J
|
» Executive Committee * Building Surveying » Board of Education
» Standing Committee » General Practice | » Board of Membership
« Administration Committee  Land Surveying Young | » Board of Professional Development
» Finance Committee * Quantity Surveying Surveyors | » Surveyors Times Editorial Board
* Practice Committee * Planning & Development Group | » Surveying and Built Environment

Local Affairs Committee
Members Welfare Committee

Property and Facility
Management

Editorial Board
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LAND SurVEYING DivisioN

In 1970’s, a group of both local and expatriate
professional land surveyors decided to provide a
professional forum for all land surveyors in Hong
Kong, and thus they established the Hong Kong
Institute of Land Surveyors (HKILS) in 1976.

In 1984, HKILS was formally recognized by the government as the only
professional body representing the professional land surveyors. HKIS was also
formally recognized by the government the next year. Corporate membership of
the HKIS had also been recognized as a suitable qualification for appointment to
the relevant grades and post in the civil service. The increase in the number of land
surveyors joining HKIS eventually led HKILS to amalgamate with HKIS in 1991. In the
same year, with the effort of land surveyors to strive for a local land surveying degree
course, the Hong Kong Polytechnic (now known as the Hong Kong Polytechnic
University) had successfully started a degree course in land surveying. In 1994, the
first batch of graduates in Land Surveying and Geo-informatics was produced.

There are some legislations concerning the surveying profession in Hong Kong
and which particularly relate to the aspects of land survey, control of standard of land

boundary survey, preparation of plan and registration of land surveyors:-

Government Lease Ordinance

(Cap.40)
s.16 Government lease plan
Land Titles Ordinance Land Survey Ordinance
(Cap.585) (Cap.473)
s.94 Determination of lot s.30 Land boundary plans
boundaries S~ — for subdivisions
Land Survey
Railways Ordinance (Cap.519) Land Registration Ordinance
s.5 Inspection and survey (Cap.128)
s.23 Obligation of Land Registrar
to register

Land Survey Ordinance
(Cap.473)

|

Registration of Land Surveyors

& Control of Standard of Land .
Surveyors Registration -/ Surveying Profession \ The Hong Kong Institute

Ordinance (Cap.417) of Surveyors Ordinance
] (Cap.1148)
Lands Resumption Ordinance
(Cap.124)
s.4 Notices
Roads (Works, Use and ] Foreshore and Sea-bed
Compensation) Ordinance (Reclamation) Ordinance
(Cap.370) — Regulations of Plans — (Cap.127)
s.5 Major works: The plan s.3 Plans relating to
and the scheme ] reclamations

Country Parks Ordinance
(Cap.208)
s.8 Preparation of draft maps
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AREA OF SPECIALIZATION

3.1 Topographical Surveying, Mapping and Cartography

Mapping is a national service for
the sustainable development, natural
resources management, environmental
protection, urban planning and utilities
management.

Countrynide Series

Hong Kong Island & Neighbouring Islands
EAREABREEBRN
HReEN

Hong Kong has a series of 1:1000
scale digital maps covering the whole
territory of Hong Kong. It forms the
basic foundation for other information
systems such as community services =
information systems, electronic street guide systems, iR
natural disaster management systems, transport @ o = FF‘*? &

Couniryslde Seriss

management systems and many others. EEmE

Land surveyors are specialised in map updating by
topographical surveying. They are also professionals
on the nature and accuracy of data for map production,
and have the graphic design sense to present map
data on various media such as paper, internet, mobile
phone and smart phone. The application of mapping
products facilitates general public use, government
administration and the business industry.

== i

R (52 niin

Countryside Maps
(Copyright : Survey and Mapping
Office, HKSAR Government)

EONG AaG PEARL BT DRLTE WA

.....

Hong Kong and Pearl River Delta Satellite Image Map
(Copyright : Survey and Mapping Office, HKSAR Government)

3.2 Engineering Surveying

Land surveyors are actively involved in
the civil engineering projects including the
construction of roads, bridges, seawalls,
railways, tunnels, utility systems and harbours.
Land surveyors make good use of the advanced
technologies such as GPS, photogrammetry
3D modelling computer animation and laser
scanning to provide a more efficient service in
project planning and design; quality controlling
the construction projects to ensure the projects
progress according to their designs and
tolerances; and monitoring the performance and
health conditions of the completed structures
and facilities.

(Copyright : Civil Engineering and Development
Department, HKSAR Government)
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3.3 Geodetic Surveying

Land Surveyors established the Hong Kong
geodetic datum and the Hong Kong Principal
Datum which are the unique horizontal and
vertical reference system such that the position
of all land boundaries, roads, railways, bridges
and many other proposed infrastructures are
referred to this system.

Land surveyors are
also professionals on the
use of Satellite Positioning
System for map-making,
land surveying, commerce,
scientific uses, tracking and
surveillance.

Hong Kong Ngong Ping Hilltop SatRef Stations
(Copyright :-Survey and Mapping Office, HKSAR Government)

3.4 Hydrographic Surveying

Land surveyors actively
participate in charting for the
up-to-date seabed terrain over
Hong Kong waters for navigation,
construction or maintenance of
marine facilities such as fairways,
piers, container terminals and
mooring buoys, reclamation for the
provision of land and public filling
area for construction and demolition
waste. Port development projects
rely on accurate knowledge of
bathymetry, thus, hydrographic
surveying techniques such as
multibeam echo sounding survey
are inevitably required.

"

-l-""."'

(Copyright : Civil Engineering and Development Department,
HKSAR Government)
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— 3.5 Cadastral Surveying 3.6 Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing
- Cadastral Surveying is the process | Land Surveyors specialized in Air Survey and
of re-establishing, measuring, recording | Photogrammetry provide the application and
and marking of land parcel boundaries. | development of aerial photography for mapping,
JI It involves the physical determination of engineering, land administration, environmental
dimensions, areas and position of land | study, recording and investigation purpose. In Hong
- properties. It is always advisable for | Kong, there is an archive of metric standard aerial
. landowners and developers to ascertain photographs covering the whole territory of the current
~J the boundaries and area entitlements | year and those years as early as 1960’s. Land
- of their properties by executing Cadastral Surveying WA ‘,-Tr-\-_;ﬁzﬁ.; P~ | Surveyors can also provide remote sensing service
LAY WP e B o .
prior to any land development to protect not only = J;—ﬁj*v ,f;_jﬁi‘;,f/;;--\-"“:\}'ﬁ{-%g.__ }:._; | for urban planning
1 their interests and rights but also to prevent adjoining 2+ i \’ I §“ﬂ and development
landowners from illegal occupation or encroachment. N e | monitoring all over
s Land surveyors of the Hong Kong SAR Government i W/ | the territories and
— and the Mainland Government worked together to ™, =~ Qo] 57 the Pearl River Delta
survey the boundary of HKSAR. S EEF S | region.
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3.7 Geographic Information System

In the Land Information Management aspects, land surveyors take an important
role in the collection, integration and dissemination of spatial information. With
the use of geographic information system technology (GIS), land information
management is rapidly penetrating into a wide spectrum of applications such as
environmental conservation, urban planning, pollution control, transport management,
emergency rescues and many others. A GIS has unique ability to answer very
sophisticated questions such as to assimilate data from widely divergent sources, to
analyze trends over time and to spatially evaluate impacts caused by development.
Land surveyors are the - o
professionals who have ) b TR 2 AT o D
the full understanding |, G_f:'m Wap,
of the inexactness | *— == o o : _ =
or uncertainty of : ¥ £ R X
measurements so as to i
measure, process and
organize spatial objects
in the real world.
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Geolnfo Map
(Copyright : Survey and Mapping Office, HKSAR Government)

3.8 Utility Surveying

Utility Surveying for utility systems, such as water supply
systems, power supply systems, gas and fuel systems, electrical and
telecommunication systems, drainage and waste water systems,
is a fast growing professional service of land surveyors in recent
years. Further to the accreditation granted to the local degree course
offered by the Hong Kong Polytechnic University in 2010, local trained
professional specialized in Utility Surveying will be available in 2012
as our new work force for the required service.

Land Surveyors specialized in
project management and engineering
practice including engineering surveys
of utilities using the buried object
positioning methodology. Land
Surveyors make use of GIS knowledge
for visualization and modeling, data
interpretation and data management
of the surveyed utilities in order to
facilitate site safety management and

related issues.

L S

I

(Copyright : Mass
Transit Railway
Corporation
Limited)
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LAND SURVEYORS IN HONG KONG

Membership of the Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors comprises four grades,
namely, Honorary Grade consisting of Honorary Fellows (Hon. FHKIS), Professional
Grade consisting of Fellows (FHKIS) and Members (MHKIS), Technical Grade
consisting of Associate Members (AMHKIS) and Training Grade consisting of
Probationers, and Students. Members of the Institute are categorized by reference
to their professional practice into six divisions, namely, Building Surveying, General
Practice, Land Surveying, Quantity Surveying, Planning and Development and
Property and Facility Management. The Institute also has a Young Surveyors Group
which comprises members whose ages shall not exceeding 40. All Students and
Probationers are also attached to the Young Surveyors Group.

The Surveyors Registration Ordinance (Cap. 417) is an Ordinance to provide
for the registration of professional surveyors, the recognition of divisions within
the profession and disciplinary control of the professional activities of registered
surveyors, and for related matters.

The Land Survey Ordinance (Cap. 473), which was enacted on 18 May
1995, provides the registration and discipline of land surveyors engaged in land
boundary surveys, for the control of the standards of land boundary surveys, for the
establishment of land boundary records and for related matters. Authorized Land
Surveyor (ALS) is a person whose name is currently entered in the register and
whose registration is in force under the Land Survey Ordinance. The person shall be
engaged to conduct land boundary surveys for the subdivision of private land in Hong
Kong.

Looking for a Land Surveyor who is a member of HKIS? You can find the
information through the following ways.

Website : http://www.hkis.org.hk

Address : The Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors
Room 1205-07, 12th Floor, Wing On Centre, No. 111 Connaught
Road Central, Hong Kong

Tel No : (852) 2526 3679
Fax No: (852) 2868 4612
E-mail : info@hkis.org.hk

Office Hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 am - 6.00 pm
Saturday 9.00 am — 12.30 pm

Sundays and Public Holidays Closed

15
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THE WAYs FORWARD | = :
|
All Corporate Members and Technical Associates of the Institute shall maintain a | BRI EMEEMEEANEENEGENBAERFSKENERE DL
high level of competence in professional practice and technical performance and are | ifZRIZ - WHREBERE » KRBEBE - BES AR ?%ET%ET | 385 » B REERF =
obligatory to undertake continuing professional development and lifelong learning = ) =
Q . N B @ = = 144
to enhance their professional and technical competence. The General Council may | HER  UXAETXEREZEENS Fﬁﬁ R BRI EAB DRI A C
from time to time issue regulations and guidance notes on mandatory continuing | e - W BARBABEZEZNES] TTHY%E% AIERAEINARAMEESE -
professional development administered by the Board of Professional Development. | :
All Probationers and Technical Trainees shall endeavour to achieve a high level of ‘Ul
competence in performance and are obligatory to undertake such pre-qualification |
structured learning as may be prescribed by the Board of Education. |
|
|
|
|
| p=!
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
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