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SURVEYORS AL DINNER 1996
On 22nd November 1996， over 700 

members and their guests gathered at 

the grand ballroom of Regent Hotel 

for the most popular annual event of 

the institutions. A most informative 

address was given by the Guest of 

Honour, Mr. Dominic S W Wong, 

Secretary for Housing.

For the benefit of those who were 

unable to attend, here are the scenes 

as captured by the camera together 

with the script of the presidential 

address for the evening (photographs 

are available f o r  inspection and  

order at the Joint Office).
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Editorial Contributions

Surveying encourages artic le queries and  submissions. Article  submissions 

should include both hard (printed) copy and a d iskette in W ord format. 

Contr ibutions should reach the editor Mr. S W Fong at the Joint office o f  the 

Institutes one month  before the publication date.

Information & Contents

No part o f  this newsletter may be reproduced without the permission o f  the 

Insti tutes. Contents  o f  the newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views or 

opin ions o f  the Hong Kong Insti tu te  o f  Surveyors &  the Royal Institution of 

Chartered Surveyors (HK branch)and no liability is accepted in relation 

thereto.

Advertising

All advertisements  and small ads are welcome. SURVEYING is reaching over 

4,500 readers. For detailed information & advertising rates, please contact Ms 

Margaret Yung o f  the Secretariat office a t  23263679 OR 

Mr. Charles Yiu o f  Corporate  Culture a t  2802 6949.
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師 I f f 晚

P R ES ID E N T ' S / C H A I R MA N ' S  

ADDRESS

Mr. Wong, Honourable Guests, Members,

Ladies and Gentlemen:

On behalf of the surveying profession, I extend to 

you our very warm welcome to this Annual Dinner 

of the HKIS and the RICS Hong Kong Branch. I 

wish to particularly welcome Dr. Yu Shi Ming, 

President of the Singapore Institute of Surveyors 

and Valuers.

Annual dinners are occasions for us to greet our 

friends and colleagues whom we otherwise might 

not have the opportunity to meet socially. They are 

also occasions for us to quickly take stock of the 

practice environment in which the profession finds 

itself.

Surveying has alw ays been one of the more 

exportable professions. Over the last few years, we 

have seen Hong Kong surveyors taking their 

expertise to other territories and countries in the 

Region. Reforms in China, liberalization and the 

removal of barriers in other countries now provide 

new frontiers for Hong Kong professionals. These 

opportunities and challenges are recognized by both 

Government and the Trade Development Council. 

T he survey ing  p ro fession  in its educa tion , 

e x a m in a t io n  and  c o n t in u e d  p r o f e s s io n a l  

development, would do well to be in step with these 

changes.

Am ong the export m arkets o f  Hong Kong's 

professional services, mainland China deserves 

special attention, not only because of the size of this 

market, but also for the very useful role that Hong 

Kong plays as an interface between mainland China 

and other parts of the world.

Already Hong Kong is the only place in the world 

where the full spectrum of professional expertise, 

including surveying expertise, on mainland China is 

read ily  available . Hong Kong is not ju s t  a 

geographical gateway to the mainland but holds the 

keys to business getting and business doing there. 

This new role will be absolutely positive for Hong 

Kong, both economically and politically.

I draw your attention to opportunities over the seas 

knowing full well that not all surveyors are in 

private practice. But I also know that with the fast 

growing number of qualified surveyors in Hong 

Kong, not all surveyors can be accommodated in 

the public sector. The only answer to the real 

poss ib ility  of over-capacity  is to stretch our 

horizons.

For at least 10 years now, the Surveying Profession 

has taken the lead in identifying and securing 

affordable space for the establishment of a Joint 

Professional Centre by the 9 major professions, 

which would be used to hold individual or joint 

func tions. The C entre  w ould fac i l ita te  the 

interaction among the professions. It would also 

give a physical identity to the professional bodies. 

School-leavers and their career masters could pick 

up from this cen tra lized  source  all re levan t 

information on professional careers. The public 

could also obtain from this centralized source all 

they want to know about professional assistance.

Viable space in Central has now been identified. If 

all goes well, we would see the opening of the Joint 

Professional Centre before the end of next year. I 

am sure all concerned, including members of the 

local District Board, would be proud of this Centre.

Closer to home, the built environment in Hong 

Kong is probably the last remaining frontier in our 

quest for better standards of living. In a few short 

months, 1997 will have come and gone. The new 

millennium will be on our doorstep. In building the 

new Hong Kong for the next millennium, I am sure 

all surveyors will have crucial roles to play.

Thank you!

s u r v e y in g  Q



FUTURE OF THE

RICS HONG KONG BRANCH
HKIS ON THE INTERNET

www.hkis.org.hk ( HKIS web site address)

NEWS FROM THE SECRETARIAT

B ranch E G M

The EGM held on 24th October 1996, was attended by nearly 150 members with two 

observers from KPMG Peat Marwick. The matter was freely debated and votes were 

cast 620 in favour and 123 against dissolution. The results were immediately 

conveyed to RICS Headquarters to allow the matter to be further considered by the 

General Council.

General C ouncil M eeting

At the meeting held in London on 18th November 1996, the General Council noted a 

report presented by the Honorary Secretary of the Institution on the outcome of the 

EGM held in Hong Kong. The following issues were confirmed :

(a) approved the deferment of the AGM for the Hong Kong Branch until 18th 

December 1996;

(b) approved the deferment of the election of the Hong Kong Branch Committee 

until 18th December 1996. In the meantime, the existing Branch Committee will 

remain and continue to undetake its work and functions until the new Branch 

Committee is elected;

(c) delegated to the Officers of the Institution, such matters as may need to be 

decided arising from the General Council's decision at its July 1996 meeting to wind 

up the Branch. A report of these matters, if any, will be made to the General Council 

at its next meeting on 3rd February 1997; and

(d) noted that once a date had been fixed for the formal dissolution of the Branch, the 

General Council would be invited to repeal the Hong Kong Branch Constitution.

D issolution Group

Subsequent to the EGM, a Dissolution Group comprising Messrs P C Lau, Nick 

Brooke, Graham Heath and Eddie Lai was formed to look into all matters relating to 

the dissolution of the Branch. The Group had its first meeting on 8th November 1996 

and decided to adopt 1st September 1997 as the target date for formal dissolution.

By the time you receive this issue of Surveying, you should be able to surf onto the 

HKIS world wide web pages which became publicly available on 1st December 

1996. The site already offers a range of valuable information about the institution 

for the public to browse. In the months to come, the pages will be expanded further 

to include the latest on professional guidance, training, the divisions, CPDs and the 

Secretariat. When the web pages become fully published, it will be increasing value 

for surveyors and non-surveyors alike.
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Primarily, the site will be 

e m p l o y e d  a s  

c o m m u n ic a t io n  to o l 

between members and the 

institution as well as in 

b e t w e e n  m e m b e r s  

themselves. However, 

part o f  the reason for 

setting up the web site is 

to arouse the awareness of 

professional surveyors 

that the Net gives firms a 

new way of offering their 

w a re s .  W ith  m ore  

advertising now carrying 

that essential Web address 

to indicate the correct IT 

l i te r a te  im age , it is 

certainly fashionable to 

have a Web site to advertise your services. The ultimate aim is therefore to open a 

Property Highway for links to other property related sites.

Volunteers are urgently required to assist on the future development of the site. If 

you are prepared to help, please give me a ring, Eddie Lai, HKIS/RICS(HKB) 

Secretariat on 2526 3679.

sit*. Let us Ik

Hong Kong 

Institute of Surveyors 

arrives on the internet

T h e  B e i j in g  V is i t  19 96  i 
G e n e ra l  P r a c t ic e  D iv is io n

L ： 5S>3d7?FAX

From the staff at the Secretariat
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NEWS FROM 

THE SECRETARIAT

SERVICES SUPPORT FUND

Hong Kong Government Industry Department

HKIS has been informed that the Government has set up a Services 

Support Fund ("The Fund") of $50 million to provide financial support 

for projects which will benefit the further development, and increase 

the competitiveness, of Hong Kong's service industries.

The Fund is administered by the Industry Department, upon the advice 

of the Vetting Committee of the Fund.

They are inviting the first batch of applications for the Fund. Details of the Fund, 

including its objectives, the eligibility criteria, the processing procedures and 

other information are set out in the leaflet entitled "Services Support Fund". 

Copies of the leaflet are available from the Joint Office.

Applicants have to fill out an application form which can be obtained from the 

Services Support Fund Secretariat, Room 1445, 14/F Ocean Centre, 5 Canton 

Road, Kowloon. Each applicant can submit more than one application. No 

application fee is charged. All applications must reach the Services Support 

Fund Secretariat by 31st December 1996. If, however, you are not able to meet 

this deadline, you can consider submitting your application in the second tranche 

at about March/April 1997.

Please note that it will take about three months to process the applications and 

the decision to approve the first batch of projects will only be made known to the 

recipient organisations in March or April 1997. It is therefore advisable for you 

to set the commencement date of your project at May 1997, bearing in mind that 

you may need time to recruit additional manpower and to procure equipment for 

the approved project.

If you have any queries, please contact the Services Support Fund Secretariat on 

tel no. 2737 2206 or fax no. 2377 0730.

SHANGHAI ■ HONG KONG HOUSING CONFERENCE, 
SHANGHAI 
8th -10th January 1997

The above conference is jointly hosted by the Hong Kong Housing Authority 

and the Shanghai Housing Society. The HKIS will be participating in the event, 

amongst the HKIA, HKIE, HKIP and HKIH, as one of the co-hosts. Members 

interested in attending all or part of the three day programme should contact the 

Secretariat for further information. Cost of registration is HK$ 1,500 per 

person.

The Bank of East Asia's 

incredibly low Tax Loan rate of 0.38%* 

makes your tax bill less of a demand.

The BEA Tax Loan provides you with the
following attractive features:

• Loan amount up to 5 times of your monthly 
salary or 150 % of tax bill, whichever is 
lower

• Monthly interest rate as low as 0.38%* 
(The Annualized Percentage Rate, based on 
a repayment period of 12 months, is 8.6%)

• Repayment period up to 12 months
• No arrangement fee
• No guarantor required

* Professionals can enjoy more privileged  
interest rates

BEA TAX LOAN HOTLINE:

2 8 4 2  3 1 8 5
Bank of East Asia
The E asy

Actual Size: 9 cm(W) x 23 cm(H) 
(B/W Film X 1 Pcs)

MAKE

LESS
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Lands Department Practice Notes

A new Practice Note No. APSS 5/96 has been issued by the Lands Department in October 1996 relating to the processing of applications for land exchanges 

and modifications of lease conditions.

In accordance with the recommendations of a consultancy study on "Review of Procedures for Processing Land Exchanges and Lease Modifications" recently 

completed under the "Helping Business" initiative, as a first step to expedite the processing of land exchange and modification applications, new procedures 

have been adopted with immediate effect.

Measures have also been taken to simplify the approving procedures for minor cases to reduce the time taken to conclude such cases.

Limited copies o f  the Practice Note are available from  the Joint Office.

Lands Department - Contracting -out of Lands Tribunal referals

In recent years, there has been an increase in the number of cases being referred to the Lands Tribunal (LT) for determination of compensation 

payable to interests affected by Government projects. Most members of the RICS/HKIS may be aware that since late 1993, Government have 

adopted a practice of contracting-out such cases in the urban area by tender on a case-by-case basis.

To streamline the tender procedures, Government will now call tender once a year from a list of surveyors (firms) who fulfil the short-listing 

criteria (copy available from the Joint Office). Appointment from the list for handling any LT cases that come up will be made with due 

consideration to the surveyor's reference price bid and his acceptability against the Government in-house assessment.

Member surveyors (firms) interested in handling LT referral works for Government will need to undertake a registration exercise. Those who 

meet the short-listing criteria should write to the Chief Estate Surveyor, Acquisition Section, Lands Dept, 1/F, Murray Building, Garden Road, 

Hong Kong, to register their interest. Invitation to surveyors (firms) on the register will be made at the beginning of each year. The register will 

be updated annually according to new data received. Any queries should be directed to the Senior Estate Surveyor, Acquisition Section 

(Miss Grace M C Chung, tel. no. 2848 6168).

Buildings Department Practice Notes

The fo llow ing practice notes for A uthorized Persons and Registered Structural Engineers have been issued by the Buildings D epartm ent and are 

available for reference from  the Jo in t O ffice:-

Practice N ote  No. 66 Pile  Foundations

Practice N ote  No. 200 Subm ission o f  Site  Form ation Proposals

(Revised edition O ctober 1996) 

(First edition O ctober 1996)

Symposium on Building Construction in Hong Kong

Organised by  Build ings D epartm ent 

Date : 15th and 16th January 1997

Venue B P International House, 8 A ustin  Road, Kow loon

Registration : F ree  (Adm ission by invitation)

(A  limited num ber o f  seats are available for graduates and students. Applications for adm ission should be by post 

M r. C F  Chan, Senior Structural Engineer, Buildings Dept, 16/F P ioneer C entre,750 N athan Road, K ow loon.Fax

Objectives:

To provide a fo rum  for:-

* docum enting current practice in building construction and site m anagem ent;

* reviewing curren t supervision strategies and how  they could be im proved especially 

in the con tex t o f  the future supervision plan requirem ents; and

* exam ining w ays to im prove construction safety in H ong Kong

or faxed to 

no. 2877 9106)

SURVEYING m



BUILDING

News From The 
Building Surveying Division
by Terence Y M Lam , Hon.Secretary

HKIS (BSD) AGM 1996/97

The AGM was held on 25 October 1996 and the 

fo llow ing  new O ffice  B earers  and C ouncil 

Members were elected.

Mr Bay Wong Chairman

Mr Kenneth Chan Vice Chairman

Mr Edwin Tang Hon. Treasurer

Mr Terence Lam Hon. Secretary

Mr T C Cheung Council Member

Mr T L Chan Council Member

Mr W H Chong Council Member

Mr S M L o Council Member

Mr Alan Sin Council Member

Mr Kenneth Yun Council Member

Mr Kant Tsang Council Member

Messrs Alex Wong, Gordon Wong and Mark Lee 

were co-opted as our Council Members in the 1st 

monthly meeting on 21 November 1996. We have a 

full strength to meet the challenges ahead.

A SUMMARY OF BSD ACTIVITIES

I would also like to take this opportunity to briefly 

describe our activities done so far, based on Mr 

Peter Wong's Chairman Report for 1995/96, so that 

you can have an idea of what we have achieved. If 

you have any comments so that we can use your 

idea to enhance our action plan for the forthcoming 

year, please let us know.

Last year was really a busy and challenging year for 

BSD. Our aim was to refocus our strength to 

specific areas so as to promote the image of BS. 

Eight Support Panels were set up to undertake 

various.functions and tasks.

Technical Advisory Panel 

This Panel mainly provided technical input to the 

Government in connection with various legislative 

m atters. Key leg isla tion  involved included

SURVEYING
B uildings (Am endment) Bill 1995, Buildings 

(Amendment) Bill 1996， Factories and Industrial 

Undertakings (Amendment) Bill 1996, Code of 

Practice for Means o f  Escape 1996, Code of 

Practice for Fire Resisting Construction 1996 and 

Code o f P ra c tic e  for M eans o f A ccess for 

Firefighting & Rescue 1995.

Current A ffairs & Public Relation Panel 

The Panel did a lot of ground work to strengthen our 

BS image in the society. It conducted a number of 

open fo rum s to c o llec t m em bers ' view s on 

C om pulso ry  In sp ec tio n  Schem e for private  

buildings and urban renewal and then expressed our 

views to the Government. It is very encouraging to 

know that the Governm ent has announced its 

agreement to adopt our proposal to implement a 

Compulsory Inspection Scheme and to give serious 

consideration to create a Rehabilitation Fund for 

urban renewal. The Panel also responded regularly 

and issued press releases on topical issues. A press 

release in Chinese (see below) has just been issued 

on the Garley Building blaze. At the moment the

Panel is organising to produce a fee scale and 

conditions of engagement and to produce a strategy 

to promote the BS image in the public.

Social Function & Communication Panel 

The Panel established a database for BS members, 

published the BSD Constitution, and set up a list of 

volunteers for support panels and a communication 

network for BS. Apart from organising social 

functions, the Panel also provided regular articles to 

the surveying Newsletter. It is highly encouraging 

to note from the communication network that more 

and more BSs are now em ployed by private 

organisations including Architects and Engineers 

firms, reflecting that our skills are well recognised 

in the competitive market today. You would be able 

to find out what is happening in the BSD from the 

BS file set up in the Joint Office Library.

Examination & APC/TPC  

Through the hard work of this Panel, 125 TPC/APC 

candidates were assessed in 1995, with 35 qualified 

as BS. 127 candidates have just been assessed in

對油麻地嘉利大廈火警慘劇之意見

昨 日 下 午 油 麻 地 嘉 利 大 廈 一 幢 十 六 層 高 舊 式 商 業 大 廈 發 生 五  

級 大 火 災 做 成 近 百 人 死 傷 之 慘 劇 ，再 一 次 喚 醒 香 港 市 民 對 身  

邊 建 築 物 的 潛 在 危 機 作 出 關 注 ，香 港 測 量 師 學 會 建 築 測 量 組  

有 以 下 意 見 。

( 1 ) 雖 然 有 關 政 府 部 門 最 近 已 向 立 法 局 提 交 了  一 份 對 幾 類 商  

用 物 業 之 加 強 防 火 安 全 法 例 草 案 ，但 未 有 把 多 層 舊 式 商 廈 納  

入 該 條 例 之 內 ，應 即 時 作 出 修 訂 ，要 求 該 等 樓 宇 加 設 蒈 報 及  

自 動 灑 水 系 統 ，全 面 測 試 舊 有 防 煙 門 之 可 靠 性 ，及 改 善 走 火  

通 道 。

( 2 ) 建 議 屋 宇 署 、消 防 處 及 水 務 處 成 立 專 責 小 組 研 究 如 何 協  

助 未 1 裝 置 自 動 灑 水 系 統 之 商 業 大 廋 ，加 設 該 等 設 備 ，彈 性  

處 理 灑 水 缸 之 來 水 及 容 量 要 求 。

( 3 ) 建 議 政 府 儘 快 落 實 推 行 r 強 制 性 樓 宇 安 全 勘 查 制 度 」 ， 

要 求 大 廈 業 主 、立 案 法 團 、管 理 公 司 聘 請 專 業 人 士 定 期 檢 查  

走 火 通 道 、防 火 門 及 樓 宇 結 構 等 安 全 狀 況 。

( 4 ) 呼 顬 此 類 舊 式 商 業 樓 宇 之 業 主 ，在 進 行 全 面 粉 飾 翻 新 工  

程 時 ，應 把 消 防 設 備 及 防 火 門 改 善 工 作 優 先 處 理 ，實 行 樓 宇  

安 全 設 備 現 代 化 。並 聘 請 專 業 人 仕 就 樓 宇 之 結 構 、走 火 及 防  

火 方 面 作 全 面 安 全 評 核 。

查 詢 ： 如 需 要 較 詳 細 資 料 ，請 與 下 列 人 士 聯 絡 ：

黃 山 先 生  - 建 築 測 量 師  電 話 ： 2 8 8 1  6 1 6 6  

陳 華 偉 先 生 —建 築 測 量 師  電 話 ： 2 8 6 5  3 1 2 8

SURVEYING Q
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the 1996 exam ination and we look forward to 

seeing more qualified BSs joining the profession.

Education & CPD Panel

The Panel organised a number of seminars and 

workshops this year including slope stability & 

maintenance, restaurant licensing, visit to Tsing Ma 

and Kap Shui M un B rid g es , ro le  o f  Land 

Development Corporation in comprehensive urban 

development, scope of services & fees scale for BS， 

career talk to students, APC workshop (jointly with 

JO) and BS conference (jointly with WOBO). 

More CPD events to follow this year.

Technical Research & Editorial Panel 

The Panel has embarked a research on fire safety 

and means of access for fire firefighting and rescue 

(MOA) with an aim to produce an explanatory 

guidance on MOA. Other activities to follow 

include to study the public awareness of building 

maintenance in Hong Kong and to publish a BS 

Journal.

PRC & International A ffairs Panel 

The Panel aims to promote the BS image outside 

Hong Kong and to liaise with counterparts in other 

countries. It has just organised a successful visit to 

Beijing, meeting the Minister of Construction, the 

D ire c to r  o f  PRC C o n s tru c tio n  S u p e rv is io n  

D e p a r tm e n t  and the  P re s id e n t  o f  B e ij in g  

Construction Supervision Engineers Association. A 

de-briefing on the visit will be held on 16 December. 

Watch out for the opportunities for BSs in PRC.

Special Project Panel

The Panel produced a Chinese Version BS pamphlet 

and a draft BS Glossaries which is being finalised. 

A working group of 6 members has just been set up 

to produce a promotion video for BS.

We are sure the New BSD Council can build on the 

existing momentum to bring another fruitful year, 

but certainly we need your comments and views to 

enhance our jobs.

INTERNATIONAL AND 
PRC AFFAIRS
by Kenneth J  K Chan, International and PRC 

Affairs Panel Chairman

M embers o f  the Panel met the President and 

Secretary-General of the Institute of Building 

Control, UK, on 1st November 1996.

The panel explained to the two visitors about the 

work of Building Surveying in building control in 

Hong Kong. Members also found it interesting 

listening to their account of recent developments of 

building control in the UK and the privatization of 

building control. Private firms of "Approved 

Inspec to rs"  are now co m peting  with Local 

Authorities in small scale building works. Services 

are being provided in a cost-effective and value-for- 

money manner. They also advised that this will be 

extended to cover all construction projects to be 

undertaken in UK.

The subject of recognition of Building Surveyors of 

HKIS for admission into the membership of the 

Institute was explored.

身 We support the appeals for protecting our environment, 
so we decide not to send Christmas/New Year cards this year. 

Alternatively, we would take this opportunity to wish you all

LandElite Surveyors Limited
行旦

里
測盛唆

Stephen Yip L Y Pang

Cynthia Yung Tonny Chan

Karen K w ok Chris Kam 讀
S U R V E Y IN G ^
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News from The 
Quantity Surveying Division
by Tom m y Yim, C hairm an

Divisional Councils 1996/97

The H K IS  and  R IC S (H K  B ranch) Q SD  A G M s w ere he ld  on 4

N ovem ber 1996 and  the m em bers lis ted  below  (w ith  office tel no.

in brackets) w ere elected. It can be observed  tha t there is a good

balance o f  representation  fro m  differen t sectors o f  the industry.

Chairman Tommy YIM Works Branch,

Government Secretariat

(2848 6244)

Vice Chairman Eric CHUNG CEF Concord Holdings Ltd.

(2409 3451)

Hon Secretary Alex HO KPK Quantity Surveyors

(HK) Ltd. (2573 0893)

Hon Treasurer T T CHEUNG Panda Group (2877 4022)

Members *Stephen CHUNG Zeppelin Property

Consultants Ltd. (2401 6631)

Peter HO Davis Langdon & Seah

HK Ltd. (2576 3231)

*Ms Ellen LAU City University of Hong Kong

(2788 7690)
W T L A W Hsin Chong Construction

(Asia) Ltd. (2579 8014)

Ms Y M  LEE UDL Argos Engineering &

Heavy Industries Co. Ltd.

(2331 2488)

Francis LEUNG Architectural Services

Department (2867 3577)

Stephen LIU Levett and Bailey (2823 1823)
Adrian SMITH City University of Hong Kong

(2788 7142)

*Micky WONG Architectural Services

Department (2867 4389)

Escode YUEN KPK Quantity Surveyors

(HK) Ltd. (2573 0893)

Ex officio Dr. Anita LIU University of Hong Kong

Member (2549 2319)

(Immediate past chairperson)

The Councils at their first meetings held on 11 November 1996 decided

to invite the following as co-opt members.

David BRECHIN H A Brechin & Co. (2834 6122)

*Paul FUNG Wong & Ouyang (HK) Ltd.(2587 1666)

*Sam HUI Government of Singapore Investment

Corporation (2810 4433)

*For HKIS QSD Council only.

Committees/Sub-Committees 1996/97

The fo llo w in g  C hairm en/represen ta tives o f  the various

com m ittees/Sub-com m ittees w ere e lec ted  a t the f ir s t  m eeting  :

Education and M em bership T  T  C H E U N G

CPD Paul FU N G
PRC Stephen LIU

PA Q S/IC EC A drian SM ITH

Public Relations Sam HUI

Conditions o f  C ontract & Legal Matters Eric C H U N G
SM M Eric AU

Surveyors Registration Board David B R E C H IN

W orks B ranch Contracts C om m ittee  

under the Construction  A dvisory  Board

Kenneth PO O N

W orks B ranch Q uality M anagem ent 

C om m ittee  under the C onstruction 

Advisory  Board

David B R E C H IN

E n qu ir ie s  and su g g e s tio n s  on m a tte rs  re la tin g  to the  above  

C om m ittees /S u b -co m m ittees  are w elcom e. P lease con tac t the 

respective chairmen representatives listed above.

As one of the major tasks of the APC Sub-committee is the setting 

of APC questions, the C ouncils  consider that the nam e o f  the 

Chairman o f the APC Sub com m ittee  should not be published. 

However, enquiries and suggestions relating to APC can be directed 

to either the Chairman or the Vice Chairman.

The Work Ahead

This year, apart from routine issues, there are three areas which the Councils 

would pay particular attention to. They are :

(a) Strengthening the communication with our counterparts in other 
countries. Although there has been considerable progress in this respect in 
1995/96, particularly with China, Singapore and Australia, there is still a lot 

to be done;

(b) Improving the communication with the industry, in order to better 
understand in what areas the Councils/Institute can assist in enhancing the 

standard of quantity surveyors; and

(c) Reviewing the APC. There has been concern on the low passing rate of 
recent APCs (less than 25% in the last five years). The Councils will 
analyse past statistics to see if the situation can be improved. However, the 
high standard which the APC has been demanding from candidates will not 

be compromised.

In the next issue, I  shall report to you in more detail the work progress of the 

various Committees/Sub committees.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from the QS Council.
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ORGANISATION

News From The 
Junior Organisation
By Kempis LAM, JO Chairman 1996-97

Are you 33 years old or below? If yes, then you are the member of Junior 

Organisation (JO). There is no separate application form for you to fill in for 

joining JO. In addition, all students and probationers of the Institute are 

attached to and entitled to participate in the activities of JO.

I am pleased to inform you that the AGM for JO was held on 29th October 1996 

at YMCA of Hong Kong and the office bearers of the new JO Committee for

1996-1997 are:

POST_____________ NAME____________________ DIVISION

Chairman Kempis C.M. LAM PD

Vice-Chairman Andy K.Y. WONG BS

Hon.Treasurer Deret C.C. AU GP

Hon. Secretary Antony C.C. MAN QS

What JO will offer to you in the forthcoming year?

Continuing Professional Development
No doubt, JO will organise more seminars and site visits to all of you in the coming 

year. To improve our services, JO is now considering keeping a record of the 

seminars, by means of video or cassette tape, subject to the availability of AV 

equipment at the venue. When the quality of recording is found acceptable after trial 

runs, the video or cassette tapes will be available on loan to the JO members, who are 

unable to attend the CPD event for whatever reasons.

In addition, more effort will be placed on the "Pre-Qualification Structured 

Learning" (PQSL) so as to assist the candidates to fulfil part of the requirements 

under the APC. If you have any suggestion on the venue and topics of CPD and 

PQSL, please contact our CPD Convenor, Mr. Dennis TSOI at tel. 2916 2858.

Social Events
Similar to the preceding years, JO will organise the Annual Dinner, Table 

Tennis Competition, Soccer Match (six-a-side or eleven-a-side), Basketball 

Competition, etc. in the coming year. Though we do not accept any prior 

telephone bookings, you may however contact our Social Event Convenor,

Mr. Y.C. Chan, on tel. 2762 5055, for more information.

For the past two years, JO had participated in the Professionals' Championship 

of the Dragon Boat Festival - International Races. Do you wish to join with us 

for the Races in mid of 1997? If so, please pass your name and contact number 

to our Convenor, Mr. Terry TANG, at.2880 7473. Some practical and training 

sessions will be arranged shortly.

Apart from the above, JO will arrange the following events:

1. Visiting the surveying students at the local universities in early 1997;

2. Setting up a booth for the Institute at the 7th Educational & Career Expo, 

which will be held 20th to 23rd February 1997 (inclusive) at the HK 

Convention & Exhibition Centre;

3. Organising an APC workshop for the APC candidates in around July/August 

1997;and

4. Providing auctioneers to the T ransport D epartm ent of Hong Kong 

Government at their auctions for Lucky Vehicle Registration Numbers, 

which are regularly held at City Hall on alternative Saturday afternoons.

Please call Kempis LAM on tel. 2848 6014 if any member wishes to take part in

any one of the above events.

t a V W I  劉 紹 鈞 產 業 測 量 師 行
Francis Lau & Co.,(Surveyors) Ltd.

We are a well established valuation and property consultancy firm and are 

offering the following em ploym ent opportunities for high calibre 

candidates to join our professional team.

1. ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

* AHKIS or ARICS

* Work involved monitoring and handling valuation 

works for mortgage and statutory purposes.

2. SENIOR MANAGER

* Graduated in Estate Management with at least 

one year working experience.

* Work involved valuation and research in 

Hong Kong and PRC.

3. TRAINEE SURVEYORS

* Graduates in Estate Management

* Working experience in valuation is preferred.

We offer attractive remuneration and good prospects 

for the right candidate.

Please send full resume with salary expected to

Room 1015， Star House, T.S.T., Kin., Fax: 2736 9284

SURVEYING U



GENERAL

PRACTICE

General Practice Division in 
the year 1995/1996
by N ancy H ung

The past year has been a fruitful one for the GP 

Division.

Work on the Code o f Mortgage Valuation has 

finally been produced to set out clear guidelines on 

the subject. This Code had the support of the 

Association of Banks.

Some other publications required regular review 

and updating. The Fee Scale Booklet on valuation 

and other professional services was duly revised to 

keep pace with market changes, and the latest one 

was printed and distributed to members not so long 

ago. Similarly, the Private Practice Directory 

introduced more than a year ago, containing a handy 

list of surveying firms engaged in the General 

Practice category of services, will be updated soon.

O f late, Governm ent has been rather active in 

looking at various aspects of the property industry. 

Proposed legislations and relevant consultation 

papers very often required professional input from 

the Institute. One subject of major concern to our 

profession was the Regulation of Estate Agents. 

The GP Council has been working hard to lobby 

Government in recognizing our special academic 

qualifications and professional experience. Other 

areas we have commented on included consultations 

on Tenants' Compensation on Redevelopment, 

Environmental Impact Assessment Bill, Mortgage 

Corporation proposal, Consumer Council's Report 

on the  R e s id e n t ia l  M a rk e t ,  L aw  R efo rm  

Com mission 's Report on Sales Description of 

Overseas Uncompleted Residential Properties. Yet 

more consultations on important issues are in the 

p ipeline, such as Urban Renew al, T erritorial 

Development Strategy and Town Planning Bill. We 

have also provided professional support to the 

Tourist Association in the subject relating to Hotels

Plot R atio , and the resu lt  now is that hotel 

developments in general would enjoy a higher plot 

ratio than before.

On a r e g u la r  b a s i s ,  a p a r t  f ro m  h a v in g  

representatives in the Land Registry Customer 

Liaison Group, similar representation in the LACO 

Customer Liaison Group will also bring about 

improvements in legal documentation requirements 

on property development.

CPD events continued to take up a significant 

agenda of the Council. Open forum discussions 

such as on Estate Agents Bill and Urban Renewal 

were organized to get members involved as well as 

to draw some ideas from them.

On the social side, the Beijing visit in May this year 

was a m ajor success in com bining fun with 

promoting the image of the Institute for the 22 

m em bers partic ipan ts . O rgan iza tions visited 

included the Ministry of Construction, State Land 

Administration Bureau and two universities. A 

newsletter supplement in Chinese reporting this 

visit has also been issued to record this event.

The Council is looking ahead to another busy year 

with a few projects in the p ipeline including 

Valuation Practice Guidelines and Standards as a 

book of crucial importance for the profession, the 

Code of Measuring Practice in defining a few 

commonly used area terms, Chinese Glossary of 

Property Terms and also devising an independent 

TPC scheme for HKIS.

W orking Group 
for TDS  

REVIEW  1996

a

;

i l
i

by Francis K F  Lam, 

Working Group Secretary

To formulate HKIS's response to the Planning 

D epartm ent's  C onsu lta tive  Paper on the 

Territorial Development Strategy Review ( 

TDS ) 1996, a working group of 16 general 

practice  m em bers (Mr. Roger N issim  as 

Convenor) was formed in August 1996 for 

such purpose. After long deliberations in the 

past four meetings, the Working Group is now 

striking hard to come up with a final paper for 

subm ission to the Government before the 

consultation deadline on 31st December 1996.

*7 J te n n ^

SURVEYING ■



GENERAL 

PRACTICE

Law Reform Commission 
Consultation Paper on 
Sales Description of Overseas 
Uncompleted Residential Properties

Reproduced below are the HKIS comments on the 

consultation paper, as prepared by General Practice 

Division Council.

Any member having views on the subject, please 

forward your comments to the GP Division Council

General

The Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors agrees to the 

fundamental premise that overseas uncompleted 

residential properties should not be allowed to be 

marketed in Hong Kong except such marketing is 

operated by a locally licensed estate agent.

It is accepted  that the fu ture  Estate  Agents 

Authority  ("EAA") should be empow ered to 

regulate advertisements of licensed estate agents to 

ensure the in form ation  provided therein  are 

accurate, sufficient and not misleading for both 

local and overseas properties.

Principles

There is simply the principle of "caveat emptor" to 

be backed up by "maximum disclosure" in the sales 

brochures to be prepared by developers or licensed 

estate agents. Controls should be focused on the 

disclosure of important information such as dates of 

co m p le tio n ,  sa les  re s tr ic t io n ,  b en efits  and 

liabilities, mortgage arrangements together with 

details on provisions and facilities.

Certification and Security

Making locally based and licensed estate agents 

responsible for the correctness and accuracy of the 

basic  in fo rm a tio n  in the  sa le  o f  ov e rseas  

uncompleted residential properties is indirect 

security to the purchasers. A more direct and 

e ffec tiv e  a p p ro ach  cou ld  be som e kind of 

"certification system" for the appropriate plans, 

drawings, title certificates, land leases etc to be

confirmed or endorsed by the relevant authorities of 

the "country of origin". The future EAA might be 

able to assist in identifying or verifying the status of 

such "relevant foreign authorities".

As a majority of the past complaint cases involved 

PRC properties, it is anticipated that some form of 

"verification" of the details of the properties and 

" sec u r ity  a rran g e m e n t"  (such  as b onds or 

stakeholders) to protect the purchasers' payments 

could be easier to formulate upon reversion of the 

sovereignty.

Sanction and Adjudication

The "due diligence" defence is reserved to guard 

estate agents from unwarranted criminal sanctions 

and civil actions. However, as the proceedings 

would inevitably involve evidence of "foreign 

origin", proof or test would be difficult.

The proposal to impose criminal sanction on estate 

agents has already attracted strong opposition 

during the consultation of the Estate Agents Bill. 

There is no justification for imposition of criminal 

sanction on sales of overseas properties if such 

sanction is not applicable to local sales.

Though it is accepted that information stated in the 

sales brochure must be accurate and not misleading, 

yet actual provisions of facilities, materials, gifts 

etc, could only be checked or verified upon overseas 

inspection. It is expected that the future Estate 

A gents A uthority  could play certa in  ro le  of 

"adjudication" when dispute arises

Provision fo r  Rescission

Apart from the provision of a cooling off period as 

suggested in the consultation paper, perhaps the 

sales brochures should also state whether there will 

be provision to allow the purchaser to rescind the 

con trac t if  there  are substan tia l or m ateria l 

deviations or changes in the physical particulars of

the completed premises, such as a significant 

percentage difference in the saleable area (as 

operating in the local Consent Scheme).

Market to be Maintained

There are obvious reasons to maintain this foreign 

property  market in our econom y to meet the 

demand of the community which is evidenced by 

the sales volume.

This foreign property market sector should not be 

suffocated by unnecessary, unduly demanding or 

unfair control measures. The control measures and 

the subsequent potential liability as now proposed 

will turn local agents (particularly those reputable 

ones) away from this sec to r  of the m arket. 

Subsequently, the marketing of such properties 

could easily be forced to take other more evasive 

and uncontrollable forms, such as selling (including 

s ign ing  o f  fo rm al A g reem en t fo r Sale and 

Purchase) in Shenzhen, bearing in mind that Hong 

Kong law do not have extraterritorial effect.

Conclusion

Generally speaking, most of the concerns and 

recommendations of the consultation paper are 

shared and supported.

The critical considera tion  is who should be 

responsible for the "disclosure" and to what "degree 

and extent" the responsibilities lie. Knowing that 

there is the problem of overseas operations being 

not subject to controls of Hong Kong law, and 

simply pass all the liability to the local agent is not a 

legislative attitude which should be supported. 

There should be more positive measures to be 

devised through the work of the EAA, such as 

liaison with overseas authorities to verify status of 

the developer and the information mentioned in the 

sales literature. This is similar to the assistance 

offered  by the G overnm ent to exporte rs and 

manufacturers in developing foreign trade.

As the future EAA will certainly have an active and 

positive role to play in the subject matter, it is 

suggested that any legislation in this regard should 

be drafted after the EAA has been assigned to study 

this subject and given the opportunity to propose 

more solid assistance and expectations relating to 

this sector of the economy.
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F E A T U R E
PROPOSED NEW PLANNING ORDINANCE

HKIS'S COMMENTS ON PLANNING WHITE BILL
By Roger Nissim, Working Group Convenor

Members will be interested to know that the Working Group which was formed to comment on the "White Bill" for the new 
Planning Ordinance has completed its work and has submitted a report to the Secretary for Planning, Environment and Lands.

Reproduced below is a copy of our President's letter dated 15th November 1996 which sets the tone of our views.

THE HONG KONG INSTITUTE 
OF SURVEYORS
1934 Swire House 
Chater Road, Central 
Hong Kong 
Telephone: 2526 3679

15 November 1996 Fax : 2868 4612

Secretary
Planning, Environment and Lands 
Planning, Environment and Lands Branch 
20/F Murray Building 
Garden Road _
Hong Kong

Dear Sirs

Proposed New Planning Ordinance

W e have pleasure in enclosing the HKIS Analysis and Report on the proposed Planning White Bill gazetted

The mass o f "working level" procedures incorporated in the proposed new ordinance is so complex that 
inordinate amount o f time trying to rationalise the practical effects of these proposals.

香

港

測

量

師

學

會

on 26 July 1996.

even the specialists will spend an

In commenting on the proposals, therefore, HKIS has adopted a "top down" approach and has:-

1. Set out in Part A of the attached Report, a simplified explanation of the existing planning system and the policy achievements of that 
system.

2 .Identified in Part B a list of policy principles, which HKIS considers are fundamental issues for legislators to consider if the existing ordinance 
is to be re-written.

Town planning in Hong Kong has evolved steadily over the past 40 years into an efficient and understandable system. Past policy-makers in 
ExCo and LegCo have introduced improvements from time to time based on sound logic, which have balanced - and integrated - the professional 
disciplines of Buildings, Land and Planning.

It would be wrong to assume that past policy-makers were incompetent or were lacking in foresight or that they neglected to take into account the 
emotive issues at (i) to (vi) on Page 2 o f the Consultation Paper.

Accordingly, we question most strongly whether such a massive re-write of the existing planning ordinance is justified on these grounds. It 
is most important to examine the existing statutory planning system, the strengths of that system, and the systematic policies that built it 
before making changes to legislation. The Consultation Paper is silent on these issues.

Public consultation at the local zoning plan level can be improved by minor changes to the existing ordinance. The major issue on 
consultation and public involvement, however, is the need for the whole Territorial and Regional Level structure of planning to be placed on 
a statutory basis. This is not addressed in the proposed new ordinance. We consider it is essential to remedy this ommision.

HKIS believes that "planning" as a public policy should not be isolated from other public policies. We have addressed this issue, and 
believe that the legislation should provide adequate LegCo & ExCo policy directives to "reign in" the planners, and provide policy priorities 
to the Town Planning Board. The proposed ordinance does not do this. It is procedurally heavy and unclear on policy priorities. Greater 
clarity o f "policy intent" would make the ordinance more understandable to the community, who are otherwise left in the hands of 
government planners operating under ill-defined delegated powers, and cumbersome procedures.
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F E A T U R E
Hong Kong will hopefully remain a dynamic growing Territory. To keep pace with this growth, building development should be positively 
encouraged, and not encumbered by an ordinance which creates opportunities for rejection and delay through the complexity o f its 
procedural content, or which empowers planners to say "no" because the policy priorities and directives from ExCo & LegCo are not 
sufficiently clear.

HKIS would be most grateful for the opportunity to address legislators at the appropriate time.

C Y Leung FRICS, FHKIS, RPS 
President

Enel

cc Chief Secretary 
Financial Secretary 
Director of Planning

cc Planning, Lands & Works Panel - Legislative Council

Also reproduced is the contents page of our report from which 

members can see the major topics that were covered.

Analysis & Report on Town Planning White Bill 

Contents

P a r t  A

- The Existing Planning System - SYSTEMATIC PRINCIPLES 

- Crisis Amendments (1990) - Agricultural & Rural Areas

Part B

List of Policy Principles for Legislators to Consider

1. Long Title - Policy Directives
2. Public Consultation - Regional & Territorial Policy Level
3. Downgrading of Landowners Rights
4. Hearing Process - The Independence of the Town Planning Board
5. The Planning Certificate - Judge Jury & Executioner Syndrome
6. Site by Site Discrimination
7. Delays and Deferments of Projects
8. Public Consultation - Zoning Plan Level
9. Dangers of Planning Isolation - s. 16( 1 )(d) of Buildings Ordinance
10. Comprehensive Development Areas
11. Special Design Areas - Environmentally Sensitive Areas - Designated Areas
12. "Moving the Goalposts"
13. Costs
14. Public Land Policy - Simultaneous openess necessary
15. Public Compensation

Should any member like to read the report in full, a copy is 

available for reference from the Joint Office.

The Wharf Group derives its strength from strategic investments in property, infrastructure, 

communications and hotels in Hong Kong, China and S.E. Asia. Success hinges on the 

quality of our human resources and we invite you to join our winning team.

Quantity Surveyors/ 
Assistant Quantity Surveyors

The incumbent will be responsible for providing general Q.S. services for pre and post 

contract which include taking-off of quantities from drawings; scrutiny/preparation of 

cost estimates, tenders, contracts and subcontract documents; evaluation of V.O. and 

payment claims and settlement of final accounts.

Candidates should be post-secondary graduates or equivalent with at least 4 years Q.S. 

working experience preferably gained in large development companies. They should be 

able to work under pressure and communicate effectively and fluently in English and 

Chinese. Candidates with less experience will be considered for the posts of Assistant 

Quantity Surveyors.

Please apply with resume, stating contact telephone number, date available and present 

and expected salaries to GPO Box 760. Hong Kong (please quote "Ref.: PER" on 

envelope).

(Candidates not being invited for interview within one month may consider their 

applications filed for future reference.)

SURVEYING K E I



T R A I N  I N G

"Ethics for Professionals"

Resource Portfolios for Tertiary Institutes published by the Hong 

Kong Ethics Development Centre formed under the auspices of 

the ICAC

Background

In the 1995 Governor's policy address, the ICAC was tasked with the mission to 

introduce business and professional ethics training into the curricula of tertiary insti

tutes. In September 1995, a reference package entitled "Ethics in Management A 

Resource Portfolio for Hong Kong Universities" was produced and distributed to all 

business, accounting and management departments of local tertiary institutions to 

provide support to academic staff interested in introducing ethics in their courses for 

undergraduates. The package was well received by the teaching staff of these facul

ties and the response of students was positive.

The Current Scene

1. In 1996, it was proposed that the study in ethics would be extended to profes

sional faculties of tertiary institutions. Two reference packages were produced, one 

for the law department and one for construction-related departments. They are en

titled "Ethics for Professionals (Law) A Resource Portfolio for Hong Kong Univer

sities" and "Ethics for Professionals (Architecture, Engineering & Surveying) A 

Resource Portfolio for Hong Kong Universities" respectively (See photograph).

2. These portfolios, designed in consultation with leading academics both locally 

and internationally, consist of teaching materials, case studies and support materials.

3. The teaching materials include topics such as the origins and concepts of ethics, handling 

ethical dilemmas and collective standards of practice/professional codes.

4. Case studies which are intended for use in tutorial sessions are based on case 

examples concerning specific professions. In addition, cases with relevance to gen

eral management are also included with a view that professionals will in due course 

take up managerial functions in their firms.

5. As for support materials, they consist of lists of useful survey findings/readings, 

recommended books and reference readings, extracts of related laws, a glossary of 

ethical terms, etc.

6. Professor Michael Anson, Dean of the Faculty of Construction and Land Use at 

the Hong Kong Polytechnic University, said his staff consider it important for the 

young to receive some training in ethics.

7. "I've read through the Ethics Teaching Resource Portfolio for Architecture, Engi

neering and Surveying. It is useful and concise and has crystallised what's necessary 

on the topic, "he added.

8. Any enquiries about these portfolios can be directed to the Education Office of 

the Community Relations Department of the Independent Commission Against Cor

ruption on 2826 3245 or Mr. Eddie Lai, Secretary General of the Hong Kong Insti

tute of Surveyors on 2526 3679.

P o stg ra d u a te  Diploma in 
Facilities M an ag em en t
by Distance learning

•  F o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  p r a c t i s e  e f f e c t i v e l y  in  a  f a s t - c h a n g i n g  a n d  

c h a l l e n g in g  e n v i r o n m e n t  d e m a n d s  bo th  c o n s id e ra b le  p rac t ica l  e x p e r i e n c e  

a n d  r ig o ro u s  e n d u c a t io n  an d  t ra in ing .

© T o  m e e t  th is  v i ta l  e d u c a t i o n a l  n e e d ,  t h e  C o l l e g e  h a s  d e v e lo p e d  a  2 - y e a r  

d i s ta n c e - le a rn in g  p o s tg ra d u a te  d ip lo m a  course .

•  T h e  s y l l a b u s  r e q u i r e s  th e  s tu d e n t  to  t a k e  a h o l is t ic  v i e w  o f  th e  s u b je c t ,  

a d o p t i n g  m o r e  o f  a g e n e ra l  m a n a g e m e n t  a p p r o a c h  a n d  e n c o u r a g i n g  the  

u n d e r s t a n d in g  th a t  F M  is m u c h  m o r e  th an  j u s t  p r o p e r ty  o r  c o n s t r u c t io n -  

re la ted .

Applications should be received by 8 January 1997. Course 

starts March 1997.

F o r  fu r th e r  in fo rm a t io n  p lea se  c o n ta c t  t h e  Br i t i sh  Co u n c i l  D is ta n c e  L e a rn in g  

C en t re ,  3 S u p r e m e  C o u r t  R oad ,  A d m ira l ty ,  H o n g  Kong .  Tel:  2 9 1 3  5 1 1 0  

Fax:  2 9 1 3  5 115 .
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0 « 0 雜0 辠0
o o * * * o o
參
o o » « » o o  
o « o * o « o  
• o o 參o o *  

The British Council
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facilities. The focal point of the development is the hotel/ 

leisure complex overlooking a man made lagoon where a 

theme park has been built. Apparently, this massive hotel/ 

leisure complex was modelled on a similar development 

found in South Africa.

The visit to Sandar Banway concluded the first HKIS 

official visit to Malaysia and the group then hopped onto 

our next stop, Singapore, in the evening.

Day 3  -  20th October 1996 Singapore

Being lazy Sunday, it was free time until mid afternoon. 

Some were visiting friends and relatives whilst the rest 

were mostly out and about. One or two, I was told, were 

visiting sale offices of new residential developments 

armed with their deposit cheques (or were they just 

gathering comparables!?).

The Singapore Institute of Surveyors and Valuers (SISV) 

had organised a coach trip for us in the afternoon. Our 

guide for the day was Miss Ng Hsueh Ling, Hon.
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HKIS OFFICIAL VISIT TO MALAYSIA AND SINGAPORE 

18TH-21ST OCTOBER 1996
By Eddie Lai, Secretary-General

In line with the international strategy o f  the institute, members are encouraged to take a pro-active role 

to promote themselves to overseas countries and the Asia-Pacific Region was subsequently identified as 

the part o f  the world we should be concentrating on initially. Furthermore, the visit to Singapore was to 

reciprocate an earlier visit to the HKIS made by the Singapore Institute o f  Surveyors and Valuers (SISV), 

as reported in the August 1996 issue o f  Suiyeying.

The fa c t that the visit was extremely well subscribed gave an indication that members were generally well 

aware that in order to broaden our horizons we must grasp every opportunity to exchange ideas with 

others. A fter painstaking preparation, the 26 strong delegation, led by the President and the Vice 

Presidents, set o ff fo r  the 4-day two country visit in the early hours o f  18th October 1996.

Day 1 - 18th October 1996 Kuala Lumpur

At the crack of dawn, the delegates assembled at the 

airport for an early morning departure to the capital of 

Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur. After a freshen-up break upon 

arrival at our hotel, the delegation attended a dialogue 

session cum dinner hosted by the Institution of Surveyors 

Malaysia (ISM) at the KL Concorde Hotel. During the 

formal dialogue session, office bearers from the 

respective institute explored with their counterparts on a 

wide range of subjects with emphasis on the registration 

and licensing of professional surveyors. Apparently, in 

Malaysia, licensing of surveyors has gone a long way 

ahead of our own voluntary registration system 

prescribed under the Surveyors Registration Ordinance 

enacted in 1991.

After the dialogue session, it was time for practitioners 

from the two regions to socialise with each other and this 

was taken care of by way of a banquet laid on by our host. 

Despite being the first ever official visit to the ISM by the 

HKIS, members from the two institutes were keen to 

exchange views with each other and a reciprocal visit 

by the ISM looks promising.

Day 2 -  19th October 1996 Kuala Lum pur

This morning, through the assistance of ISM’s Executive 

Secretary, Katherine Thiang, the delegation attended a 

briefing session at the site office of Kuala Lumpur City

Centre Berhad (KLCCB), which is the turnkey contractor 

responsible for the development and management of the 

projects in KLCC. During the briefing session, we were 

presented with an interesting audio-visual illustration of 

KLCCB’s flagship development, Petronas Towers. The 

85-storey 450 meter twin tower block, when completed 

next year, will be the tallest buildings in the world. We 

were informed that the complicated design by well 

known international architect Cesar Pelli was derived 

from the manipulation of geometric patterns common to 

the Islamic tradition.

As a consolation to the delegation for not getting the 

chance to inspect the towers internally, KLCCB at the 

end offered us a vantage-point in the exhibition centre 

situated on a high floor of an adjoining block.

The morning programme was followed by an informal 

luncheon at the Petaling Jay a Hilton hosted by the 

HKIS for our Malaysian counterparts. We met new 

faces from the ISM Council and being Saturday, the 

atmosphere was relaxed and members from the two 

institutes managed to exchange yet more experiences on 

their working life.

Our final visit in KL was an afternoon tour of Bandar 

Sunway, a resort style theme city, comprising the usual 

mix of properties supported by leisure and community
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for us as no electronic means of communications would 

ever beat face to face contacts. Experiences simply 

cannot be exchanged effectively and lessons learnt 

thoroughly until you actually have the chance to see, hear 

and feel for yourself. Accordingly, the Council has now 

decided that similar visits be held more frequently. Do 

watch out for announcements published in future issues 

of the newsletter.

(Publications presented to us during the visit by the SISV, 

ISM, HDB and KLCCB are available for inspection at the 

Secretariat Office)

SURVEYING [ r a

Secretary of the SISV. We passed by the 

central business district consisting of visually- 

attractive high-rise buildings as well as many 

of the beautifully maintained old colonial 

homes from the British Era, set in tropical 

gardens. Brief stops were made at Boat Quay 

(Singapore’s equilvalent of our Lan Kwai 

Fong), the restoration project of Chijmes,

Pebble Bay show flats, and the award winning 

Bugis Junction Shopping Centre.

In the evening, the HKIS hosted a banquet at 

the Concorde Hotel for our Singapore 

counterparts. Amongst the guests invited 

were Dr Yu Shi Ming, President of the SISV 

and many other senior council members.

Day 4  -  21st October 1996 Singapore

Whilst a wake-up call at 7 am was seen as a 

tall order for those who had surveyed the 

entertainment establishments the previous 

evening, the group nevertheless departed the 

hotel on time for a visit to the Housing and 

Development Board (HDB). At the HDB, we 

were given a video presentation followed by a 

question and answer session. Afterwards, we 

visited the exhibition gallery containing a 

highly informative illustration of Singapore’s 

public housing development both past and present. From 

what we have seen, the HDB has been established for 35 

years and had delivered 700,000 flats, housing 86% of the 

population. Of the people living in HDB flats, nine out of 

ten are owner-occupiers.

Next, Miss Diane Chai, Executive Director of the SISV, 

took us on a visit to the Urban Redevelopment Authority 

(URA) at Maxwell Road. The role of the URA is varied 

and their major functions include planning, conservation, 

resumption of land and redevelopment of the old districts. 

After the presentation, we were invited to view a model 

which illustrates the future Singapore in perspective.
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Our Malaysia and Singapore visit ended with a lunch 

reception hosted by the SISV at the Amara Hotel. Despite 

being a working day, the function was well attended by 

many SISV council members. After lunch, a brief 

working session was held between the office bearers of 

the two institutes to wrap up the visit and to discuss the 

way forward, in particular on the proposed setting up of 

the reciprocity agreement. It was decided that the 

secretariats of the two organisations must work closely 

together with a view to bringing the proposal a step closer.

All in all, judging on the initial feedback from those who 

participated on the visit, the trip has been a resounding 

success. Technical visits such as these can only be good


