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Cross-Strait Geomatics 
Conference from 23-25 
November 2016
The theme of this Conference was to establish a 
win-win cross-strait situation on the development 
of the One Belt, One Road (OBOR) geomatics 
services.  The Conference was first held in 1992.  
This is the eighth meeting and the next one will 
be hosted by the Taiwan geomatics colleagues 
in 2019.  This year, the Hong Kong delegation 
formed the second largest team and were led 
by Sr Paul Ng, the Deputy Director of Survey 
and Mapping at the Lands Department.

Annual Dinner of the Hong 
Kong Institute of Surveyors 
on 24 November 2016

Surveyor Day, 2 December 
2016
The 2016 event was hosted by the Hong Kong 
Institution of Engineering Surveyors and co-
hosted by the HKIS, RICS, and ICES.  Hundreds 
of engineering surveyors were in attendance.  
Many of the 500-odd members of the HKIES 
were interested in acquiring Associate and 
Corporate memberships in the HKIS.  It is my 
conviction that whoever achieves a surveying-
related degree in education and has worked in 
a professional land surveying-related post for a 
fixed period in Hong Kong deserves a corporate 
membership with the HKIS.  I encourage 
engineering surveyors to join the Institute’s 
training paths.  At this moment, the LSD is 
working to help its probationers work on the 
Assessment of Professional Competence.

In his opening speech, the Deputy Director 
of the National Administration of Surveying, 
Mapping and Geo in format ion ,  Sr  Dr  L i 
Peng-de, called for contributions from the 
geomatics profession to the various aspects 
of OBOR. He pointed out that a risk analysis 
of the infrastructural investment, market 
needs, surveying rules, and regulations of 
the 65 countries included in the OBOR area 
are the prior information needed before the 
infrastructure is built and BIM and all geomatics 
services are implemented.  He added that Hong 
Kong is a common law jurisdiction and has 
advantages and connections when working with 
these countries.  Thus, he expects Hong Kong’s 
surveyors to help promote and participate in 
the extension and development of their national 
geomatics services in the OBOR countries.

Guests of the Land Surveying Division include delegates from the 
RICS, CICES, HKIES, and LSGI of PolyU
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2017: LSD’s Four Major Tasks
1. Land Surveyors in a Smart City

Sr Chan Yue-chun continues to lead the working 
group.  Land surveyors have long worked 
on geodetic control, detailed mapping, and 
land boundary data, which form the basic 
components of any spatial data infrastructure.  
It is the duty of the Institute’s professional 
members who work in the governmental, 
educational, and private sectors to promote, 
develop, and adopt new technologies using 
these spatial data.  Members’ professional 
development relates very much to Hong Kong’s 
smart city development.  The LSD plans to hold 
a forum to discuss its professional development 
paths concerning smart cities.  Members are 
welcome to join this movement.

2. Land Boundary Survey

Sr Prof Leung Shou Chun, Chairman of the 
Authorised Land Surveyors Associat ion, 

continues to lead the HKIS’s Land Boundary 
Committee (LBC).  The LBC contributed to 
the establishment of a land boundary plan 
submission for the adoption of site boundaries 
and areas under the Buildings Department 
(PNAP ADV-33).  The immediate task is to 
communicate and negotiate with the Surveying 
and Mapping Office of the Lands Department.  
The LBC proposes that an Authorised Land 
Surveyor would forward the authorisation letter, 
as prepared by an Authorised Person, for a 
site development project, so as to fulfill the 
landowner approval requirement under the SMO.

The uncertain nature of the land boundary 
prescription in the lease grant environment 
is a perpetual problem.  No statutory law 
lends certainty to Hong Kong’s land boundary 
situation, but the LSD can stil l rely on its 
professional interpretation of common law rules, 
which state that a procedure of accepting 
‘determined’ boundaries can be worked out 
between private land surveying practitioners 
and the Government.  That would be an issue 
for the LBC to address in 2017.

3. Membership

Sr Edmond Yu and the special task working 
group will assume the task of assessing the 
training and qualifications of members of the 
HKIS’s brother institutions.  They expect to devise 
a fair assessment procedure for accepting their 
training and professional experience, particularly 
those in the engineering fields, so as to qualify 
them as HKIS corporate members.

4. Promotions and Housekeeping tasks

Sr Joseph Wong continues to lead the LSD’s 
public relations team, continuous professional 
development programmes, conferences, annual 
dinner arrangements, and various housekeeping 
tasks.  He desperately needs members to pitch 
in.  I hereby encourage all members to join the 
LSD’s various working groups, make friends 
with its council members, and even consider 
becoming council members in the near future.

The LSD Council wishes you a prosperous 
Year of the Rooster!  See you at our surveyors’ 
activities in 2017.

組別簡訊
DIVISIONAL NEWS & ACTIVITIES


