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Development of Common 
Spatial Data Infrastructure 
(CSDI) and 3D Digital 
Mapping
On several occasions, the Government has 
proposed enhancing the use and sharing of 
spatial data, which include a location component 
for policymaking, driving innovation, and creating 
value for society.

Acknowledging that spatial data infrastructure is 
vitally important to smart city development, the 
Government has committed to developing CSDI 
and 3D digital mapping in its 2019-2020 Budget.  

It aims to advance the full operation of the CSDI 
portal by the end of 2022.

The LSD welcomes the concept of constructing 
CSDI that facilitates the availability of and 
access to spatial data for the Government, 
businesses, non-profit bodies, academia, and 
ordinary citizens.  The initiative should be largely 
promoted and supported by all walks of people, 
especially land surveyors.

The LSD Council has decided to work closely 
with stakeholders to establish standards in 
CSDI and 3D digital mapping by incorporating 
the latest spatial data acquisition technologies 
(e.g. UAVs, 3D laser scanning, and BIM data) 
to develop Hong Kong into one of the most 
spatially-enabled smart cities in the world.

Land Surveying Division
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CPD: Land Surveyors and 
Adverse Possession (AP), 
Part II by Sr Dr Conrad Tang
On 15 December, Sr Dr Conrad Tang, the LSD’s 
Immediate Past Chairman, shared with members 
his research on adverse possession in Hong 
Kong as Part II of the CPD Series on AP.  Sr Dr 
TANG highlighted the ontological analysis of 
legality, fairness, and practicality; the aftermath 
of AP with case studies; the heterogeneous 
physical occupation criteria for successfully 
claiming AP; and the photo interpretation of 
occupying features.  He once questioned the 
competency of a land surveyor in an AP case.

“Smart City as a Professional 
Surveying Service”
A one-day conference, “Smart City as a 
Professional Surveying Service,” which will be 
jointly organised by the PDD, LSD, and Smart 
City Consortium, will occur on 21 February 
2020.  It will highlight how surveyors can help 
turn Hong Kong into a smart city via their 
professional services.  The conference has 
invited government officials and overseas and 
local experts to share their experiences in 
relation to the theme of the topic.  Further details 
will become available in early January, so please 
stay tuned.


