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HKIS Views on the 2018-19 Budget 

 

The Financial Secretary of the HKSAR, Mr Paul Chan Mo-po announced the 

2018-2019 Budget (hereafter the Budget) this morning. The Hong Kong Institute of 

Surveyors (hereafter the HKIS) welcomes and supports the Budget in regards to 

increasing Hong Kong’s housing supply; optimizing its land use; and promoting the 

use of Building Information Modelling (BIM) in the construction industry. 

 

Housing Policy 

The HKIS supports measures taken on the housing supply as stated in the Budget, 

and is pleased to see that in the coming five years, it is expected that over 200,000 

units of public and private housing will be completed, bringing in a huge supply of 

housing on the market. The HKIS also hopes that different Government departments 

will increase their hiring of civil servants, especially Lands and Buildings Department, 

with the aim of speeding up the procedures on building and selling flats; assessing 

land premiums, and relaxing the restrictions on plot ratios in low density areas.   

 

Besides, the HKIS suggests that the Govermnet to look for more suitable lands for 

building different subsidized housing units, in order to meet the demands of 

prospective property buyers of different social classes.  

 

Land Supply 

The HKIS has always paid close attention to the Government’s housing policy and the 

solutions offered by its Task Force on Land Supply. The HKIS believes increasing the 

supply of land and housing will relieve the pressure on the rising property prices, and 

will help Hong Kong citizens acquiring their home ownership.  Aiming at some 

potential land supplies, the HKIS expects the feasibility studies and necessary 

procedures to balance the interests of different stakeholders.  

 

Furthermore, the HKIS welcomes the Government in using different means to 

increase land supply.  As Hong Kong’s supply of commercial land is mainly 

concentrated in and along Kowloon East, the HKIS proposes that it should be 

extended to other areas, especially along Kowloon West to Tuen Mun, in order to 



 

develop a transport link to the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge, Chek Lap Kok and 

the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macau Bay Area. 

 

Better Use of Government Land 

The HKIS supports setting aside $1 billion to subsidize the necessary restoration or 

improvement works on vacant government sites before putting them up for short-term 

tenancies. The HKIS believes that this act will fully utilize the land, since these sites 

have been left idle for long periods of time.  By reviewing and amending the planning 

requirements, the Government can bulid more transitional housing on these lands, 

which will shorten the waiting times for families whohave applied for public rental 

housing and those who are inadequately housed. 

 

Promulgating the Development of Building Information Modelling 

The HKIS has been concerned with the development of BIM.  Regarding the Budget, 

HKIS has proposed earlier to the Government to formulate BIM related policies and 

also to provide more support to small and medium-sized enterprises for their 

technological  developments.  The HKIS is pleased to see that the proposal has 

been accepted by the Government.  The Institute fully supports the setting up of a $1 

billion Construction Innovation and Technology Fund by the Government.  The fund 

provides financial support to eligible contractors, registered sub-contractors and 

consultants to acquire the software and hardware as well as to nurture the expertise 

required for using local and overseas innovative construction technologies, such as 

the development of BIM.   

 

The HKIS shall pay close attention to the establishment of the Construction Innovation 

and Technology Fund, and looks forward to receiving further details on.  In due 

course, the Institute hopes to respond positively to promote the BIM technology and 

related arrangements to members, with the aim of assisting the industry to equip itself 

to proactively apply innovative technology.  The HKIS welcomes the Government’s 

development of a Smart City in Hong Kong, and believes the promotion of BIM will 

enhance the industry’s construction efficiency and building quality. 

 

Moreover, the HKIS is pleased to see that the Government is applying BIM technology 

to some designs and construction works this year.  The HKIS proposes the 

Government to take a leading role in promoting BIM related technologies, and a 



 

top-down approach to get different Government departments to accept BIM as one of 

the layout plan submission methods.  The Institute also proposes to make use of 

such technology to communicate with different Government departments via internet, 

seek their opinions; and amend layout plans, so as to speed up the approval process. 

 

About the Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors 

Established in 1984, The Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors (HKIS) is the only surveying 
professional body incorporated by ordinance in Hong Kong.  As of 22 January 2018, the 
number of members reached 10,054, of which 6,403 were professional members. HKIS work 
includes setting standards for professional services and performance, establishing codes of 
ethics, determining requirements for admission as professional surveyors, and encouraging 
members to upgrade skills through continuing professional development. 

HKIS has an important consultative role in government policy making and on issues affecting 
the profession. We have advised the government on issues such as unauthorized building 
works, building safety campaign, problems of property management, town planning and 
development strategies, construction quality and housing problems. For more details, please 
refer to HKIS website: http://www.hkis.org.hk. 
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