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I\/l ay 2024 bring you joy and good health!

It is my honour to be elected your President for
2023-24. Please join me to welcome our new
General Council dedicated to serve the Institute
and members in next 12 months. The Office
Bearers are: Senior Vice-President Sr Robin
Leung Chi Tim; Vice-President Sr Tony Wan
Wai Ming; Vice-President Sr Raymond Kam Ka
Fai; Honorary Secretary Sr Paul Tsui Hoi Yuen;
and Honorary Treasurer Sr Alexander Lam Tsan
Wing.

With this changing of the guard, the
HKIS remains committed to providing
regularly professional advice and specific
recommendations to the government and
the public. We will also endeavour to make
connections in new markets, especially in
Middle East and with ASEAN—and in doing so
fight for more opportunities for our members.

Adapting to changes

With the new council members aboard, we
gathered at the Regal Hong Kong Hotel for the
annual retreat on 6 January, where we set out
the master programmes for this calendar year
and discussed key issues. Among these was
streamlining HKIS committees, working groups
and task forces.
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Annual retreat: on 6 January, new HKIS Council members put their
heads together at the Regal Hong Kong Hotel on key issues.
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We examined how the increasing use of artificial
intelligence such as ChatGPT, BIM and robotic
technologies may soon change the way we
work. Members must better equip themselves
to serve society in this new Al era by enhancing
their skills.

It is also vital to build bigger market share by
aligning with the Government’s global investment
promotional activities in markets like the Middle
East, Southeast Asia and Eastern Europe.
From there, we may seek more development
opportunities and prospects for the surveying
industry in Hong Kong. Meanwhile, we continue
to deepen the network and relationship with
Mainland China, specifically Nansha of the
Greater Bay Area.

Celebrating our milestone

To mark the Institute’s 40th anniversary this year,
there are a slew of events in place. An evening
cocktail reception scheduled on 22 March at
the Hong Kong Jockey Club at Happy Valley
Racecourse will mark this milestone. Other
events with particular jubilee flavours will include
the HKIS Awards 2024 Award Presentation
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Ceremony-cum-Dinner in July with the theme
“Surveying for a Sustainable Future”, which
recognises the efforts of Hong Kong surveyors
in creating a sustainable future, the International
Valuation Standards Council Conference in
November, our signature “Create Your District”
Competition 2024 and a cross-strait conference
drawing professionals from Beijing, Taipei,
Macau and Hong Kong to meet in Macau this
September under the auspices of our Land
Surveying Division. Please stay tuned for more.

Feeling the pulse of the industry

On 3 January, | accompanied Immediate
Past President Sr Paul Wong to the 2024-25
Budget consultation session organised for the
engineering and construction sector by the
Financial Secretary, Mr Paul Chan Mo-po, JP.
This two-hour interactive session at West Wing
of the Central Government Offices sought
views and encouraged exchange. As the HKIS
representative, | emphasised the importance of
reducing stamp duty.

and guest speaker Permanent Secretary for
Development (Works), Ir Lau Chun-kit, Ricky, JP
sharing their views, each held a brainstorming
session that was inspiring and productive.

Two days later, | attended the Executive Council
Lunch.

Spreading footprints

There were several exchanges of differing levels
this month, helping to promote the Institute.
The President of the International Federation
of Surveyors (FIG), Dr Diane Dumashie, visited
the HKIS on 4 January and it was our pleasure
to receive a five-member delegation of the
United Front Work Department of Shanghai,
Xuhui District, led by Ms Qin Liping (Head),
and Ms Zhang Xuemei (Deputy Head) on 17
January.
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International guest: FIG President Dr Diane Dumashie
paid a visit to the HKIS on 4 January.
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Money matters: engineering and construction representatives at
the 2024-25 Budget consultation session on 3 January gave their
thoughts on how the Government might allocate the Budget funds.
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| was invited to CLP Power’s table at the
Association of Engineering Professionals in
Society’s 2024 Annual Dinner on 10 January
and on 19 January the Urban Renewal Authority

On 9 January, the Construction Industry reserved me a seat at its table at Annual Dinner

Council’s Chairman’s Lunch held at the Hong
Kong Club was themed site safety. Apart
from CIC Chairman Ir Thomas Ho On-sing, JP

of the Structural Division of The Hong Kong
Institution of Engineers.
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On 18 January, | paid a courtesy visit to the
University of Hong Kong’s Department of
Urban Planning and Design with Sr Victor Ng,
Chairman of the Planning and Development
Division. That afternoon, | attended the Belt and
Road Office Talk, which included a 45-minute
address by the Deputy Consul-General of
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in Hong Kong,
Mr Mohammed Saud H. Alotaibi, followed by 45
minutes of networking.
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Next steps: at a courtesy meeting to the HKU’s Department of Urban
Planning and Design, we exchanged views on the course structure
and graduates careers.
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The HKIS Media Luncheon on 23 January
occupied eight tables at the Chinese restaurant
of the Regal Hong Kong Hotel and we introduced
the spokespersons of our six Divisions and the
Young Surveyors Group to the media. On 24
January, the first General Council meeting was
held with Sr Hon Tony Tse sitting in.

Meet the press: the new spokespersons for our six Divisions and
the Young Surveyors Group got their first media airing at the Media
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Luncheon on 23 January.
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Congratulations to our mixed-sex table tennis
team, which took second runner-up in a
tournament staged by the Recreation and
Sports Club for Hong Kong Professional Bodies
on 7 January.

Sr Francis Lam
President
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Unprecedented visit: Ms Qin Liping and Ms Zhang Xuemei led a
delegation of the United Front Work Department of Shanghai, Xuhui
District, to the Institute for the very first time.

BEED  FRENLTNREH[LTRE DR ERREZREBRREST
REGHEBRASMES -

1TA10 B - R FE TRAL(EE 2024 F
FHMENTEEREE 1A 190 TREER
EEBIRMESEEDMNEFBRE LA TE
BB -

B ESIRE

1A3AH ZELFASRZERAEM  —RAH
EVERRRREEAFHETATEREEER
ByrH) 2024-25 FE (MHBER) B#HE © #%
/N B EIRETA R AT A SR R 8217 - B K -
EERATHER  ERR - REABBAE | = sy ERR U UR T W

WS g e RE  EEBBHRBRT T R R G- S e
MEEM o

TAOH REXZSIFRTERTBSET
TEAMBLE L BREEXRATHARERE
BEERBEANMER (I%) EETIREMS
FER  BEEESEEN  £T0EH -

Closer ties: for the Association of Engineering Professionals in
Society Annual Dinner on 10 January | accepted a
CLP Power invitation to join its table.
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Branching out: Mr Nicolas Ho, Belt and Road Office Commissioner,
moderated the BRO Talks on Green Development Opportunities on
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
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Prize winners: these are the faces of our mixed-sex ping-pong team
on receiving their third place medals in the Recreation and Sports
Club for Hong Kong Professional Bodies tournament on 7 January.
| had the great pleasure of presenting them their medals.
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Inheriting HKIS Valves @ &- B ¥ @M@
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